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From Our President 

Gregory J. Grande

As I reflect on my two years as President 

of the Blind Children’s Center—including 

our accomplishments, challenges 

and changes—what impresses me 

more today than ever, is our stability. 

Through the generosity of a family of individual donors, 

foundations and community partners we have been 

able to withstand uncertain financial times, and emerge 

stronger than ever. For the second year in a row, we 

received the highest possible 4-Star rating from industry 

standard Charity Navigator. This past year we acquired 

new Common Core curriculum in math and language 

arts, so our students are able to keep pace with state 

and national educational trends, while developing our 

own Social Skills Program for children who are blind or 

visually impaired. 

But there is another stability that is impossible to 

measure: the stability that the families of our students 

achieve. I have personally heard how difficult it can be 

for our parents to get the answers they so desperately 

seek. The Blind Children’s Center and its teachers, 

specialists, family workers, and parent mentors are 

here to provide those answers, offering stability to the 

families, and to the students themselves. 

It has been my privilege to serve as President of the 

Blind Children’s Center for the past two years. I have 

the utmost confidence in my successor and good friend 

Danette Beck, and who better to take the reins than 

a member of Delta Gamma, the founding fraternity of 

the Blind Children’s Center? Great things are ahead for 

our children and their families thanks to all of you. Let’s 

build on our foundation of stability and success for 

another 78 years. 

With gratitude,

Welcome Our New Board Member 

Pilar C. Pettys 

Born and raised in the Philippines,  

Pilar Pettys received her undergraduate degree 

in economics from De La Salle University in 

Manila before immigrating to 

the United States. She earned an 

M.B.A. from the Ohio State University, 

leading to a career in the banking 

and financial services industry. Pilar 

rose to the rank of Vice President, 

Relationship Manager in Wealth Management with 

Comerica Bank, before relocating to Los Angeles with 

her family in 2008.

Since then, Pilar has served as a Wealth Management 

Advisor for The Private Client Reserve of U.S. Bank, 

where she diligently helps clients work toward their 

financial goals. Pilar is an avid runner who enjoys 

outdoor activities with her husband and two boys,  

who are “the love of her life.” 

First introduced to the Blind Children’s Center through 

her colleague Steve Sherline, Pilar attended last year’s 

Fall Classic and was so moved by BCC alumnus Carlos 

Martinez’s keynote speech that she immediately 

scheduled a tour of the Center. After visiting and 

learning more about the critical work we do, Pilar 

expressed interest in joining our Board of Directors. We 

are thrilled to welcome her to our team!

Pilar has an extensive background in charitable 

fundraising and event planning, and brings compassion 

and a wide network of relationships with her. A 

seasoned nonprofit Board Member, Pilar’s experience 

and commitment to the Center make her a wonderful 

addition to our esteemed Board of Directors. 

Official Business



High Expectations 

An old adage says that “time goes by faster 

as you get older.” While this may feel true to 

many of us, scientists and educators agree 

that the most critical developmental moments 

of a person’s life occur during the first three years. 

During those crucial 36 months, attachments to 

parents and caregivers are established, as well as the 

beginnings of language, mobility, self-help, and  

social skills. 

After trying to conceive for ten years, imagine Adriana 

Flores and her husband Francisco Jacobo’s joy when 

they became pregnant with their first child. A normal 

pregnancy and delivery led to complications when their 

infant daughter Litzy was born with hydrocephalus, or 

an enlarged head, due to fluid in her brain. A shunt was 

inserted to reverse the condition but, as things seemed 

to be taking a turn for the better, doctors noticed Litzy’s 

eyes were twitching.

Difficult times followed. Litzy’s shunt became infected 

and she continued to cry more often than most infants. 

Initially slow to respond to visual and auditory prompts, 

doctors warned the family that Litzy might end up in 

a “vegetative state.” Adriana remembered those early 

months, “I felt so overwhelmed and alone,” she said. “It 

was just my husband and I facing this. We had no clue 

what to ask for or where to turn.”

Doctors believed Litzy was contending with a secondary 

condition and referred the family to their local Regional 

Center for services. Infant specialists noted increased 

visual impairments, and, in turn, referred the family 

to the Blind Children’s Center. Litzy and her family’s 

challenges had already been significant. Fortunately, she 

was still only six-months-old.

Litzy’s early start proved invaluable, as she immediately 

began receiving services through the Blind Children’s 

Center’s Infant Program. Adriana met with Parent 

Mentor Carlos Martinez, who had faced many of the 

same challenges a decade earlier when his own son, 

Carlos, Jr., attended the Center. As the father of a 

child with a disability and an expert in the field, Carlos 

brought compassion and much-needed information to 

the Jacobos. “I thought it was just my family,” Adriana 

remembered. “You become so locked into your world, 

but you realize when you come to the Center there are 

so many others in the same boat.”

By the time Litzy was a year old, specialists had 

determined her full diagnosis included coloboma 

(retinal holes), nystagmus (shaking eyes) and severe 

myopia (nearsightedness). But at the Blind Children’s 

Center these were medical descriptors, rather than 

limitations on her potential. “In Mexico, where my 

husband and I were born, children with disabilities are 

Continued on next page
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often looked at with pity,” Adriana admitted. “But at the 

Blind Children’s Center, there were high expectations for 

Litzy. It changed my whole worldview.”

And something amazing happened with Litzy. Though it 

was difficult at the time, Litzy’s Infant Program teacher 

urged Adriana to leave the classroom so her daughter 

could learn to trust others. Litzy started walking at  

14 months-old. Soon after, she was talking, engaging, 

and according to Adriana, “becoming herself.” 

Litzy’s healthy growth has continued ever since. At three-

years-old she began using a white cane to get around 

safely and working on early braille literacy skills. Litzy 

has developed into a strong reader, and, this year, she 

was one of 13 students to graduate from the Center, 

moving on to their local public schools in the fall.  

“Litzy has developed into a thoughtful, upbeat  

eight-year-old with compassion and a sense of humor 

beyond her years,” said Director of Education & Family 

Services Dr. Fernanda Armenta-Schmitt, Ph.D.  

Adriana’s proudest moment came earlier this year when 

Litzy began serving as an ambassador for the Center. 

She joined Adaptive Services Specialist Rosalinda 

Mendiola for several speaking engagements at local 

schools in the area, teaching typically-developing 

children about visual impairments and the potential of 

children who are blind. “I can’t believe the confidence 

Continued from previous page

she has to speak in front of crowds about 

herself and her school,” Adriana said. 

Admittedly, mom has grown, too, from her 

years attending parent groups at the Center. At 

Litzy’s graduation, Adriana was honored with the 

Carlos Martinez Award, given each year to a parent 

 who has shown exceptional personal growth and  

given the most of his or herself to assist fellow  

parents and improve the community through  

advocacy and outreach. 

 “I realize now that I am someone who has overcome her 

fears and accepted the needs of her child,” Adriana said. 

“I am in a place of great gratitude to the Blind Children’s 

Center.” And as for Litzy? She said she is going to miss 

the Center—most notably recess and playing with 

her friends. But when asked if she is nervous about 

attending a new school, filled with students she’s never 

met before, she just shrugged. “A little but I’m still 

going to come and visit here sometimes. Besides,” she 

said, an assured smile flashing across her face, “I’m 

going to make new friends.” We all hold the same high 

expectations for Litzy and her entire family. 

Litzy, with father Francisco, sister Itzel and mother Adriana, being 

honored by our Volunteers of the Year, the AT&T Pioneers

“At the Blind Children’s Center, 

there were high expectations for Litzy.  

It changed my whole worldview.”

— Adriana Flores (mother)

Bright Futures



Light the Way for Future Generations

Since 1938 we have been providing children who are blind or visually impaired with the educational skills to 

lead a successful life. Help us build the strong foundation for another 78 years of private early education. 

We humbly ask you to consider including the Center in your estate plan. Your gift will do 

more than you even thought possible to transform the lives of children who are  

visually impaired for generations to come. 

For more information, please contact Kimberlee Jones at 323.664.2153, ext. 2304,  

or via email at kimberlee@blindchildrenscenter.org. 

To include the Center in your estate plan, please use our legal name,  

“The Blind Childrens Center, Inc.” Fed ID# 95-1656369

In Memoriam

It is with great sadness that we announce the 

passing of Harlyne Norris, one of Southern 

California’s most influential philanthropists 

and a longtime friend of the Blind Children’s 

Center. The mother of our very own Board Secretary 

Lisa Hansen, Norris was known far and wide for her 

passionate volunteerism and generosity. She was 83 

years-old.

Raised in Santa Monica and educated at UCLA, Harlyne 

and her late husband Kenneth T. Norris, Jr. built 

upon the philanthropic tradition established by his 

parents, Kenneth, Sr. and Eileen. Their Kenneth T. & 

Eileen L. Norris Foundation has been one of Southern 

California’s most impactful charitable foundations 

since its inception more than 50 years ago, enabling 

the construction of the USC Kenneth T. Norris, Jr. 

Comprehensive Cancer Center & Hospital and the 

450-seat Norris Theatre in Palos Verdes in addition to 

countless other projects. 

But Harlyne Norris will best be remembered by her close 

friends and family for her compassion and intellect. 

Harlyne Norris with USC President C. L. Max Nikias and daughter 

Lisa Hansen at the Norris Healthcare Consultation Center 

groundbreaking in 2013. (Photo: Steve Cohn)

“What made her so special is her sharp mind and her 

wonderful personality and sense of humor,” Hansen 

said. “She had a real zeal for life.” 

We would like to extend our condolences to the 

multitude of dear friends, family members and 

Californians whose lives were forever enriched by 

the kindness and generosity of Harlyne Norris. She is 

survived by her children Lisa Hansen, James Martin and 

Kimberley Presley. 

Lighting The Way



38% Educational Preschool & Afternoon Program

35% Kindergarten, 1st Grade & 2nd Grade

14% Family Services

10% Infant Services

2% Publications

1% Research

1.

2.

3.

Launched year one of a three year  

Social Skills Program

Best Practices
This year, in keeping with best 

practices the Center’s educational 

program was strengthened with:

Fiscal year 2015/2016 proved to be another productive & prosperous year!

Implemented Common Core 

standards

enVisionMATH curriculum

Upgraded assistive technology 

to enhance learning opportunities

Research Project 
“Characterization of Ocular 

Malformations in Infants with Possible 

Exposure to Zika Virus”

Awarded to R.V. Paul Chan, MD, FACS 

University of Illinois at Chicago, College of Medicine

Volunteers provided 

leadership, time and support 

contributing tremendously  

to our success.

Events

CELEBRITY GOLF CLASSICCELEBRITY GOLF CLASSIC
The TOM SULLIVAN BLIND CHILDREN’S CENTER

Presents

Blind Children’s Center

PRESENTSPRESENTSPRESENTSPRESENTS

Mawardi

Golf

Challenge

Team Blind Children

Les Marraines

How It Helps

Donor Support

59% Foundations

34% Individuals

05% Corporations

2% Civic Organizations

56%
Visually Impaired/Blind

44%
Typically developing

All classrooms were inclusive

 100%
of your donation goes directly to 

serving the children and families

Administration, Development, and Public 

Information costs are supported by the 

Investment Account. Audited Financial 

Statements are available on our website.

616 Family members

92 Students

Your Support Makes It All PossibleYour Support Makes It All Possible



Our Year in Pictures



Individuals

$100,000 and Above

Mrs. Marylynn Evans 

Estate of Kurt Meyer

Marian L. Parks Trust

$25,000 to $99,999

Anonymous

Mrs. Jane Keeler 

Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Leitzinger*

Helen Patricia Riley Trumbull Trust

$10,000 to $24,999

Mr. & Mrs. Gavin Beck *

Estate of Ira Elliott Colton

Mrs. Patricia Craine *

Mr. & Mrs. Tetsu T. Tanimoto

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Wincel*

Mr. Jeff Wincel

$5,000 to $9,999

Mr. & Mrs. George Ball

Mr. Karl Fechner

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Griner*

Mr. Joel Jacobson

Estate of Bernice Clark Judy

Mrs. Jean McMurray 

Ms. Lisa Meier

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Mitchell

Ms. Louise Mnich 

Mr. Scott E. Schaldenbrand*

Estate of Emily Graham Storrow

$2,500 to $4,999

Mrs. Betsy Behny 

Mr. & Mrs. David R. Braun*

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Childress 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard A. French

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory J. Grande*

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hamilton

Ms. Victoria Haupenthal

Mr. & Mrs. James Jackson

Kirtland Holdings Ltd Partnership

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Mack

Ms. Evelyn Mazza

Mr. Jeff Moore

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Newberry*

Ms. Jane Stampe 

$1,200 to $2,499

Mr. Luis Arevalo

Mr. & Mrs. Leland Babbitt 

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Bash

Ms. Carrie Carpenter

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Coulson

Ms. Jacqueline Glass

Ms. Mary Griner

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Hansen*

Dr. & Mrs. Sherwin J. Isenberg*

Ms. Kimberlee Jones  
& Ms. Lisa Snyder

Mr. Palmer Langdon

Mr. Dennis Lin

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony McMahon

Ms. Patti Meisels

Mr. Russell Meisels

Estate of Robert Moore

Mrs. Harlyne Norris

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Phillips

Mrs. John Phipps 

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Rosas 

Mr. & Mrs. Don Scott

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Scully

Ms. Nan Shapiro 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Sullivan

$500 to $1,199

Mr. Jeremy Abaranok

Dr. Fernanda Armenta-Schmitt  
& Mr. Paul Schmitt

Ms. Carol Bahoric

Mr. & Mrs. Kevork Barmaksezian

Ms. Liz Barndt

Mr. Steven Borowski

Mr. Franklin Brenner

Dr. & Mrs. James Bryan 

Mrs. Louis Busch

Mr. John Canepa

Mr. Jim Cantrell

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Chappell

Mr. Louis Cimino

Mr. Mark Correa*

Mrs. Kristin Dark*

Ms. Patricia Delaney 

Mr. Robert Dimeo

Mr. Barney Dougher

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Ellrod

Dr. Christina Flaxel

Mr. & Mrs. Burton Forester

Mr. Todd Frealy & Ms. Anne Bigley

Mr. & Mrs. Tamotsu Furukawa

Ms. Carol George

Mr. Chris Goris

Mr. Gilbert Haakh

Mrs. Jacklyn Harper 

Mr. Michael Herron

Mr. Hugh Hunter

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hyle

Mr. & Mrs. C. Herbert Joiner*

Ms. Maria Jordan

Mr. Gaston Kent

Mr. Ernest Kneubuhler

Mrs. Anne Kolatkar

Mr. Brian Kriegler

Ms. Lillian Kuss

Mr. Pedro Lopez

Mr. Dana Matthow

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence F. Meyer*

Mr. & Mrs. Todd Meyer

Ms. Liz Mitchell

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Montgomery 

Ms. Marlene Mourtzikos 

Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd Ogilvie 

Ms. Gigi Osco-Bingemann

Mr. Brian Ramsey

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Randall

Ms. Dania Rodriguez

Mrs. Marion Ruth *

Mr. & Mrs. Fred A. Sayeg*

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Schoenberger

Mr. Steve Selig

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Semler

Ms. Lisabeth Shatner

Ms. Linda Sherman

Mr. & Mrs. David Shladovsky*

Mr. John Simpson

Dr. Roger Sohn

Mr. Dave Storey

Mr. & Mrs. Marcus Tanimoto

Mr. Bryan Thacker

Ms. Spring Tunney

Ms. Ellen Van Buskirk

Dr. Dia Vickery

Mr. David Watson

Mr. Charles Wharton 

Ms. Sandra Zaninovich

$100 to $499

Mr. Emil Abedian

Mr. Peter Abrahams

Mr. & Mrs. Roberto Aceves

Mr. Frank Aguirre

Mr. & Mrs. William Alt

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Anderson 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Andrews

Anonymous 

Mr. Bernard Anthony

Ms. Mary Armes

Mr. Orlando Arriola

Mr. Eric Aviles

Mr. Manuel Ayala

Mr. Greg Bakeberg

Estate of Walter Baldwin

Mr. Brenden Barkate

Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Baumgarten 

Mr. & Mrs. John Beckner 

Ms. Jennifer Beer-Dietz

Mr. Mike Bellig

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Bennett

Ms. Nataly Berookhim

Mr. Greg Berry

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Bishop

Mrs. Lisa Bollinger

Ms. Sharon Borak

Mr. George Bouse

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Bowns

Ms. Luann Boylan

Ms. Linda Brandstetter 

Mr. Barry Brann

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Breard

Mr. Paul Breard

Mr. & Mrs. Leo Brennan

Mr. Steven Broidy

Ms. Christina Broome

Ms. Diana Brown

Ms. Ruth Buell

Mr. & Mrs. James Burrows

Ms. Marilyn Buster 

Mr. Andy Cameron

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Campbell

Mr. & Mrs. Octavio Cantos

Ms. Galeta Carleton

Mr. Cole Carson

Keets Cassar

Ms. Celene Castaneda

Ms. Susan Chandler

Mr. Daniel Chicarella

Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Choy

Mr. Van Chu

Mr. Ryan Clarkson

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Claussen

Mrs. Lorraine Colich

Ms. Reva Colover

Mr. James Corazza

Mr. Glenn Courtney

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Cowan 

Mr. Kenneth Craig

Mr. Rodney Cruse

Mr. & Mrs. John Daegele 

Mr. Steve Daneshgar

Mr. & Mrs. Bryant Danner

Ms. Susan Dietz

BJ Dockweiler

Ms. Hana Dorani

Mrs. Thora Dyer 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Easterly 

Mr. David Elliott

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Erburu

Mr. Rod Evans

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fassett 

Mrs. Diane Fazzi

Mr. Malcolm Field

Mr. Dan Fingarette

Mr. Roy Firestone

Mr. David Frankenthal

Mr. Doug Free

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Fyten

Mr. James Gaffney

Mr. & Mrs. John Gall 

2015/2016 Gifts 
of Distinction 

It is our distinct pleasure to 

acknowledge the many individual 

donors and community partners 

who funded the Blind Children’s 

Center’s vital work during the 

2015/2016 fiscal year.

* Board of Directors

 Delta Gamma

Our Donors



Mr. Gary Garland

Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon 
Gebb 

Mr. Hossein 
Ghazvininezad

Mr. & Mrs. Norman 
Gillespie 

Mrs. Cecily Gish

Mr. Roger Gleckman

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Goldberg

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin T. Gordon*

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Gourley

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Gray

Mr. Joel Green

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Griffith

Mr. Raul Guerridos

Mr. Ron Guzman

Ms. Suzanne Hakhamimi

Ms. Cilgia Halprin

Mr. & Mrs. Allan Haynes 

Dr. Ewald Heer

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Heer

Mr. & Mrs. Roy Herald

Mrs. Kay Hester

Judge Bob Hight

Mrs. Diane Hilton 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hindle 

Ms. Gayle Hodges

Ms. Sally Hoffman

Mr. Scott Hoffman

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Horton 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hourigan

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Houseal 

Ms. Kristin Huckshorn

Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Hunt, II

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Jagels

Mr. & Mrs. John Jensen 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Jessup 

Mrs. Mark Johnson 

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Joiner

Mr. Barry Jones

Ms. Inge Jones

Ms. Judy Kajan

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Kassel

Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Kevari

Mr. Kaye Kiddoo 

Mr. Doug Koch

Ms. Gale Koch

Mr. Jeffrey Kofoed

Mr. & Mrs. William Korth 

Mr. Gary Krueger

Mrs. Betty Kuchel 

Kenneth C. Kuecker &  
Donata E. Kuecker Family Trust

Mr. Gold Lee

Dr. Paul Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Leitzinger

Mr. Jeremy Levine

Ms. Anne Lewis

Mr. Thomas Lewis

Ms. Louise Wuu Lo

Mr. Armando Lopez

Ms. Karmina Lopez

Mr. & Mrs. Kent Lovelady 

Ms. Kelly Lynch

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew MacTavish 

Ms. Terry Magnin 

Mr. James Maher

Mr. Joe Mantegna

Mr. D. Scott Mason

Ms. Frances Maulding

Mr. & Mrs. Michael McAllister

Sheriff Jim McDonnell

Ms. Deborah McGowan 

Mr. Bryan McKenney

Mr. Lyle McNeile

Mr. & Mrs. James McQuiston

Ms. Lorraine McWhinnie

Mrs. Jane Meek

Mrs. Martha Merkell

Mr. & Mrs. John Meyer

Ms. Manije Milani

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Miller 

Ms. Megan Minkiewicz

Ms. Jessica Mintz

Mrs. Julie Mork 

Mr. & Mrs. Austin Mortensen

Dr. & Mrs. James Mulick 

Mr. & Mrs. David Murphy

Ms. Catherine Neel

Mr. & Mrs. Don Nelson

Mr. Joel Nevens

Mr. Mark Neveu

Mr. Grant Newcomer

Mr. Neal Newman

Suong Nguyen

Mr. Vincent Norte

Mr. William Oberholzer

Mr. Keith O’Donnell

Mr. Rick Oefinger

Ms. Christine Ofiesh

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Olsen 

Ms. Cheryl Oncea

Mr. Geo Oncea

Mr. Joe Ovadia

Ms. Tracey Pakosta

Mr. & Mrs. Parviz Parvizyar

Mr. Duncan Patty

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Peterson 

Mr. Rodolfo Polintan

Mr. Matt Pouratian

Mr. Larry Prutch

Mr. Josh Pyatt

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Range

Mr. Scott Reins

Ms. Jasmin Rendon

Mr. John Reynolds

Mr. Jeff Roberts

Ms. Deborah Rogers

Ms. Angie Roman

Ms. Liz Ruiz

Mrs. Cindy Saldana

Mr. & Mrs. James Sauer

Mr. Hubert Schmalix

Ms. Ruth Schneider

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Serhal

Sagar Sharma

Shaan Sharma

Mr. Steve Sharpe

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Sheinberg

Ms. Sue Shields 

Mr. Adam Shindle

Mr. Rocco Siciliano

Mr. Cyrus Sigari

Ms. Alexandra Simpson

Mr. Ramesh Sobhraj

Mr. Joel Soloman

Ms. Karen Sparks

Mr. Todd Spruit

Ms. Barbara Stanfield

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stockett 

Mr. Richard Stolz

Mr. Vernon Stubblefield

Ms. Paula Taggart

Ms. Allyson Taketa 

Mr. Keith Tanabe

Mr. Akira Tanimoto

Mrs. Sally Tanner-Smock 

Mr. Jake Tauber

Ms. Rita Tayenaka

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Taylor

Mr. Jay Taylor

Mr. Muneo Teraoka

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Togawa

Mr. Jack Toufenkchian

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Tranquada

Mr. Andrew Travelstead

Mrs. Yolanda Trujillo

Ms. Susan Tryon

Mrs. Helen Tuppan 

Ms. Barbara Vary

Mr. & Mrs. Ross Vergara

Mr. Jeff Vines

Mr. William Allen Visevich

Mrs. George Vulich 

Ms. Krista Walter

Mrs. Carol Walters 

Ms. Kay Wardell

Ms. Arlys Warfield 

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Wasz

Ms. Gail Werner

Mrs. Lynn White 

Mr. Jim Wier

Ms. Elizabeth Williams 

Ms. Fran Williams 

Mr. Thomas Williams

Ms. Elizabeth Yaeger

Mr. Michael Yagjian

Mr. Al Zaninovich

Ms. Ina Zec*

Community Partners

$100,000 and Above

The Atlas Family Foundation

John Hancock Insurance

Margie & Robert E. Petersen 
Foundation

Windsong Trust

$25,000 to $99,999

The Ahmanson Foundation

Alpha Nu Chapter of  
Delta Gamma USC

Bruce Ford and Anne Smith Bundy 
Foundation

The Green Foundation

Hoya Optical Laboratories

Karl Kirchgessner Foundation

Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris 
Foundation

The Patron Saints Foundation

QueensCare

The Ray Charles Foundation

The Rose Hills Foundation

S. Mark Taper Foundation

The Youssef and Kamel Mawardi 
Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999

Allergan Foundation

Ares Management, LLC

Delta Gamma Foundation  
Service for Sight

The Gibney Family Foundation

John & Ursula Kanel Charitable 
Foundation

The Kathryne Beynon Foundation

Kayne Anderson Capital Advisors 
Foundation

Les Marraines

Lon V. Smith Foundation

Los Angeles Trial Lawyers’ Charities

The Louis L. Borick Foundation

Nationwide Mutual Insurance 
Company

Sunair Children’s Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

Witherbee Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999

Archer Johnson Foundation

AT&T

Bergen Foundation

BNY Mellon

Capital Group Companies Global

Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation

Department of Water and Power 
Employees Assn., Inc.

Dorothy Collins Brown Charitable 
Foundation

Lewis A. Kingsley Foundation

Looking Above and Beyond, Inc.

The Mara W. Breech Foundation

Our Donors



Newport Diversified, Inc.

Smith-Welsh Foundation

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC

$2,500 to $4,999

Alpha Sigma Chapter of Delta 
Gamma UCLA

Angels Baseball Foundation, Inc.

Harold Payne Plastics, LC

Hollywood Chamber of Commerce 
Community Foundation

Hollywood Charity Horse Show

Lark Ellen Lions Charities

Morongo Band of Mission Indians

North Hollywood Lions Club

Rehrig Pacific Company

South Bay Alumnae Group  
of Delta Gamma

U.S. Bank Foundation

$1,200 to $2,499

Clarion Corporation of America

Independent Educators Association 
DSPA

Los Angeles Police Department 
Centurions

$500 to $1,199

Airstream Los Angeles

California Academy of Eye Physicans 
& Surgeons

Citizens Business Bank

Edison International Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation

Hermosa Kiwanis Foundation

Highland Capital Brokerage,  
an NFP Company

Jackson National Life Insurance 
Company

Kiwanis Charities of Santa Monica

The Kleiner Cohen Foundation

The Lucille Ellis Simon Foundation

Nuveen Investments Holdings

Pat A. Traynor Foundation

Playhouse Productions, Inc.

The Bubble Factory LLC

Weiss Engineering &  
Development Co., Inc.

Wells Fargo Community

Yee & Dubin Sports

$100 to $499

Anthem, Inc.

Benevolent Vision

Burbank Noon Lions Club

Chi Omega

The Cynthia L. and William E. Simon, 
Jr. Foundation

Dependable Highway Express

Diamond Towing

DMT Investments, Inc.

Don Jose de Ortega Chapter

F & C Corporation

The Gina Michelle Project

Glendale/Burbank Alumnae Group 
of Delta Gamma

Heaton and Sons

I.L.W.U. Local 13

Jewish Community Foundation

Kiwanis Club of Hollywood-Los Feliz

Lampert & Eskridge

Les Light Insurance Services

The Lions Club of Norwalk  
California, Inc.

Los Angeles Police Relief Association, 
Inc. (LAPRA)

Martin Family Trust

New Century BMW

Northwest Glendale Lions Club

San Fernando Valley Alumnae Group 
of Delta Gamma

Schwab Charitable Fund

St. Lucy’s Priory High School

Tarbut V’Torah Community  
Day School

United Methodist Women  
of Northridge

Wells Fargo Employee Campaign

Wescom Credit Union

Western University College  
of Optometry

YHJ, Inc. DBA Regency Painting  
& Construction

Zions Management Services 
Company

Gifts in Kind

The Admiral Risty

Alpha Eta, Whitman College 

Alpha Nu Chapter of Delta Gamma 
USC 

American Cinematheque

American Endowment Foundation

Angels Baseball Club

Anheuser Busch

The Ann Jackson Family Foundation

Annie’s Boutique

Anthem, Inc.

Aquarium of The Pacific

Aquarius Casino Resort

Art’s Delicatessen & Restaurant

AT&T Pioneers

Autry National Center

AVI Resort & Casino

Mr. Greg Bakeberg

Mr. Mario Bebek

Ms. Amy Bergrud

Mr. & Mrs. David R. Braun*

Ms. Jennifer Brown*

Cabrillo Marine Aquarium

Cafe LuMar

Callaway Vineyard & Winery

Carroll & Co.

Clarion Corporation of America

The Comedy & Magic Club

Dan Tana’s Restaurant

D’Aquino Italian Importing Co., Inc.

Dave Cowley Incentives, Inc.

Delta Gamma Foundation

Disneyland Resort

Ms. Rena Donofrio

Doubletree Golf Resort

Dr. Phil Show

Mrs. Sharon Eastman 

Mrs. Anne Egan

Ms. Irit Ehrlich

The Ellen Degeneres Show

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Ellrod

Eye-Das

Farfalla

Mr. Sean Feeley

Mr. Don Felder

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Ms. Linda Figueroa

Mr. Roy Firestone

The First Tee Coachella Valley

Four Seasons Biltmore  
Santa Barbara

Four Seasons Mauritius at Anahita

Franklin Templeton

Mr. James Gaffney

Dr. Rick Glassman

Gold Coast

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory J. Grande*

Green Street Restaurant

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Griner

Mrs. Lisa D. Hansen*

Ms. Victoria Haupenthal

Mr. Eric Heer

Hermosa Kiwanis Foundation

Hollywood Bowl

Hopes Nest

Hoya Optical Laboratories

Mrs. Sandra G. Hubert *

Ms. Jan Marsh Hunt

Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Hunt, II

The Huntington Library

Ice House

Il Pastaio

In-N-Out Burger

Jamaica’s Cakes

Jane Booke Enterprises

Jewish Commuity Foundation  
Los Angeles

Kercsmar & Feltus PLLC

Kidspace Children’s Museum

Ms. Andrea Koons

LA Conversation

The Laguna Playhouse

Mrs. Janis Lake 

Lancer Dermatology

Landry’s

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Larson 

Lawry’s Prime Rib

Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Leitzinger*

Levin, Schreder & Carey

Lisa Hoffman Beauty

Long Beach Alumnae 
Group of Delta Gamma

Los Angeles Clippers 
Foundation

Los Angeles Dodgers

Los Angeles Lakers

Los Angeles Police 
Department

Maggie Jack Coiffure

Mr. & Mrs. Ugo Mamolo

Manhattan Fine Wine

Mr. Joe Mantegna

Mr. Steve Maresca

Markham Vineyards

Mr. Burrad Marsh

Ms. Erin Marshall

Marston’s Restaurants

Ms. Evelyn Mazza

Ms. Deborah McGowan 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence F. Meyer*

Miracle Springs Resort & Spa

Ms. Lisa Motley

Ms. Leslie Muir 

Mr. Luis Munoz

Reverend Bill Naumann

Mr. James Norton

Ms. Susie Overman

Paleoista, by Nell Stephenson, LLC

Palermo Italian Restaurant

Paoli’s Italian Kitchen

Parkers’ Lighthouse

Pasadena Tournament of Roses

Pepsi Co.

Performance Team Freight  
Systems, Inc.

Corey Phillips

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Prewoznik 

PRP Wine International

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Randall

Ms. Brianna Riddle

Ripley’s Believe It or Not

Roclord Studio

Ms. Judith Rodriguez

Ms. Jenna Rogenski 

Mr. Lucas Rogers

Ms. Angie Roman

Rowley Portraits

Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse

Rutherford Hills Estates

Saddle Peak Lodge

Santa Anita Park - LA Turf Club

Sarah Leonard Fine Jewelers

Mr. Scott E Schaldenbrand*

Mr. Matthew Scheflen

Sea World Adventure Park

Ms. Heather Sharpe

Sheraton Waikiki

Sherman Oak’s Tree Service

Ms. Sue Silver 

The Stern Family Foundation

Our Donors



Steven’s Steak & 
Seafood House

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Sullivan

Susie Cakes

T.J. Maxx

Ms. Allyson Taketa 

Mr. & Mrs. Tetsu T. Tanimoto

Terranea

UCLA Bruins

Ms. Margarita Valenzuela

Mr. Jesus C. Vergara

Via Alloro

Villa Berulia Restaurant

Mr. Luis Viramontes

Ms. Tatiana Von Furstenberg

Mrs. Carol Walters 

Mrs. Lisa Whitman 

Mr. Charles Ybarra

Yojisan

Zazou

Ms. Ina Zec*

In Honor

These gifts were made to the 
Center in honor of:

DR. FERNANDA ARMENTA-SCHMITT
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Gray

BROOKE PERSON BISCAY
Mrs. Julie Mork 

LUCIA BOMS
Ms. Jacqueline Glass

SUZANNE BOMS
Ms. Jacqueline Glass

TROY BOMS
Ms. Jacqueline Glass

FRANNY BRODY
Mr. Jonathan Brody

JULIE McINTYRE CROUCH
Mrs. Julie Mork 

CHRISTOPHER FREALY
Mr. & Mrs. Don Scott

DONNA SLOAN GALLAGHER
Mrs. Julie Mork 

LORD HANUMAN
Sri Harsha Pola

MY PRECIOUS NIECE  
JENNIFER JOINER
Mrs. Kay Hester

ELIZABETH KARSNER
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hyle

THE LEITZINGER FAMILY
Mr. Brian Kriegler

ROSALINDA MENDIOLA
United Methodist Women  
of Northridge

LARRY MEYER*
Ms. Mary Armes

CAROLYN NEWBERRY’S BIRTHDAY*
Dr. & Mrs. Richard A. French

SHAUN PAULIN
Ms. Sarah Paulin

NARASIMHA MURTHY POLA
Sri Harsha Pola

ANNIE RUTH*
Mrs. Kathleen Brannen

MARION RUTH*
Mrs. Kathleen Brannen

HELEN STAMPE
Ms. Jane Stampe

SANDRA ZANINOVICH
Ms. Carol Bahoric

INA ZEC*
Ms. Carol Bahoric

Les Light Insurance Services

In Memoriam

These gifts were made to the 
Center as remembrances of:

PEGGY ANDERSON
Dr. & Mrs. Richard A. French

TARA BAACKE
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Newberry*

Ms. Sue Shields 

ELAINE BARCHAN
Mrs. Sandra Doerschlag 

Ms. Susan Ray 

STEVE BURKE
Mr. & Mrs. David R. Braun*

LOUIS BUSCH
Mrs. Louis Busch

Ms. Inge Jones

Les Marraines

S. HAP BYERS
Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd Ogilvie 

Mrs. George Vulich 

JEANNE CAMM
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hindle 

CHARLES CANADY
Dr. & Mrs. Richard A. French

Les Marraines

GEORGE CARMACK
Mrs. George Vulich 

GLADYS CHILDRESS
Mr. Richard Stolz

DR. CLYDE “BUD” CRAINE
Mr. Perry Clark

Dr. & Mrs. Richard A. French

Dr. Morton Gubin

Ms. Gayle Hodges

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Jessup 

Jewish Community Foundation

Mr. Scott E. Schaldenbrand*

RICHARD DEMPSEY
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Herald

ROBERT DRAINE
Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd Ogilvie 

Mrs. George Vulich 

JIM ECKMAN
Ms. Nan Shapiro 

MARYLYNN COMEGYS EVANS
Ms. Betsy Gebhart

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hindle 

JACK FRANKENTHAL
Mr. David Frankenthal

JANET GILLUM
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Ashlock

TONI GLASER
Mrs. George Vulich 

CORRAINE GRIFFIN
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Herald

ROSEMARY HARRIS
Ms. Marilyn O’Laverty

HELEN HENRY
Ms. Cheryl Oncea

Mr. Geo Oncea

Mr. Vernon Stubblefield

Ms. Barbara Vary

DOROTHY HIGHT
Judge Bob Hight

NANCY CLAIRE KELSEY
Mr. & Mrs. Kendrick Kinney 

JANA KENGLA
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Grimm 

ESTHER KRENWINKEL
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Burnight 

BETTY MELLENTHIN KUCHEL
Mr. Steven Broidy

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Campbell

Ms. Jeanne Dominguez

Les Marraines

Mr. & Mrs. Don Nelson

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Perris 

Ms. Joan Seaton 

Mr. Rocco Siciliano

Mrs. Carol Walters 

KENT A. LOVELADY
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Easterly 

WILLIAM B. MATTHEWS
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Ashlock

JAMES McANANY
Mrs. George Vulich 

LARRY McNEIL
Dr. & Mrs. Richard A. French

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Horton 

Mr. Dick Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. C. Herbert Joiner

South Bay Alumnae Group  
of Delta Gamma 

Mr. & Mrs. Ross Vergara

SHIRLEE MORRIS
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Newberry*

Ms. Sue Shields 

SALLIE PARNKOPF
Ms. Sally Conover

RAMUBHAI NATHUBHAI PATEL
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wind

MARTHA PAYNE
Mr. Duncan Patty

ELLEN S. RANDALL
Mrs. Thora Dyer 

Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd Ogilvie 

Mrs. George Vulich 

BRIDGETT ROSAS
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Rosas 

NANCY ALLISON STEFANIDES
Mr. Steve Allison

Ms. Liz Barndt

Mr. Raymond Eastwood

Ms. Marty Gamble

Mrs. Sharon Guthrie

Ms. Kristin Huckshorn

Ms. Rita Tayenaka

Ms. Gail Werner

MODINE STRACTLER
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Herald

IN MEMORY OF KENJI TANIMOTO
Dr. & Mrs. Richard A. French

MARY TOTLIAN
Mr. Emil Abedian

JIMMY TUCKER
Mr. & Mrs. James Greenwood

MRS. HELEN TUPPAN
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Andrews

Mr. Donald Atwater

Mr. & Mrs. John Beckner 

Mr. Andy Cameron

Mr. & Mrs. John Carroll 

Mr. James Corazza

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Cowan 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Easterly 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Erburu

Ms. Carol George

Dr. Clark McQuay

Mr. Jack Newby

Ms. Christine Ofiesh

Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd Ogilvie 

Mr. Larry Prutch

BARBARA VULICH
Mrs. George Vulich 

MRS. COLEEN ZEISER
Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd Ogilvie 

We also thank the 
numerous donors who 
gave up to $100 for the 
children this year

To learn more about how you can 

provide philanthropic support to  

the Center, please contact: 

Kimberlee Jones

Director of Development 

323.664.2153, ext. 2304 

kimberlee@blindchildrenscenter.org

Our Donors
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Our Honorees
In acknowledgment of the 

extraordinary work accomplished at 

the Blind Children’s Center through the 

generosity of their time and talent, we 

are proud to present the 2016 honorees. 

•  Ambassadors of the Year 
Adriana Flores and Litzy Jacobo

•  Champions of Light 
LAPD Centurions

•  Community Partner 
Sherman Oaks Tree Service

•  Delta Gamma of the Year 
Janis Lake

•  Volunteers of the Year 
AT&T Pioneers

•  Parent Presentation by 
Margo Medina

Management Staff

Lena French, MBA, Executive Director

Fernanda Armenta-Schmitt, Ph.D., Director of Education 

 and Family Services/Assistant Executive Director

Kimberlee E. Jones, MA, CNP, Director of Development

Manuel Ayala, Director of Facilities

Ross Vergara, Director of Finance

Non-Discrimination Policy

The Blind Children’s Center is a nonprofit Private School available 

to blind, partially sighted, and sighted children regardless of race, 

color, national or ethnic origin, sex, gender, religion or ability 

to pay.  Founded in 1938 as a project of the 

Southern California Delta Gammas, the Center 

operates without state or federal assistance.

Board of Directors
Gregory J. Grande, President

Danette M. Beck 

David R. Braun, CLU

Jennifer Brown

Mark Correa

Patricia Craine, M.A., L.M.F.T. 

Kristin Dark

Kevin T. Gordon

Lisa D. Hansen

Sandra G. Hubert 

Sherwin J. Isenberg, M.D.

C. Herbert Joiner

Jeffrey Leitzinger, Ph.D.

Samuel Masket, M.D.

Lawrence F. Meyer

Lynnel P. Muñoz 

Carolyn Newberry

Mary M. Perl

Octavio Pescador, Ph.D.

Pilar C. Pettys

Ann Ruth 

Marion Ruth 

Fred A. Sayeg

Scott E. Schaldenbrand

Azadeh Shladovsky

Stephen Simmons

Mark T. West

Andrew Wincel

Ina Zec

Research Committee
Sherwin J. Isenberg, M.D., Chairman

Gerald Bowns, M.D.

Diane Cullinane, M.D.

Kristin Dark

Diane L. Fazzi, Ph.D.

Robert Gordon, O.D.

Samuel Masket, M.D.

Sue Parker-Strafaci

CHARITY NAVIGATOR
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