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Blind Children’s Center 

Celebrates      Years 

With Tables That

Lighting The Way Since 1938

BLIND CHILDREN’S CENTER 
TURNS 80!
On Saturday, March 2, we held our 80th Anniversary 

at the prestigious California Club in Downtown  

Los Angeles. It was a celebration of our storied  

history and a commemoration of our founding by  

Delta Gamma alumnae in 1938 as the first preschool 

in their “Service for Sight” initiative.

The event exceeded 

expectations with over 

$100,000 raised in 

total contributions. A 

packed crowd of 120 

friends and supporters 

enjoyed the themed 

event featuring a 

colorful array of “Tables that Bloom” courtesy of local 

designers, florists, and Delta Gamma alumnae chapters 

from Southern California.

FROM OUR PRESIDENT JEFF LEITZINGER, PhD
Over the last year, I had the 

chance to participate in some 

important conversations with 

parents, teachers and support 

staff about future directions for 

the Blind Children’s Center. While 

it came as no surprise, given my 

fond memories as a BCC parent 20 years ago, the deep 

appreciation for and commitment to the Center was 

heartwarming and inspiring. It reminded me that we 

have a deep responsibility to be good stewards of this 

marvelous organization. 

Toward that end, our Board and executive team have 

been focused on developing strategies for continued 

success. While there is a large need for our unique 

expertise in the community, it is a need that is 

increasingly resource-intensive and expensive to serve. 

Fortunately, public funding streams are developing, 

especially for low-income communities and we are now 

actively pursuing those opportunities. 

This year marks our fifth in a row as a top-rated 4-Star 

Charity by Charity Navigator. This kind of success 

requires continuing organizational evolution and 

transparency. With full Board support, CEO Sarah Orth 

has instituted a top-down review and reorganization of 

the Center’s administrative, IT and accounting functions, 

ultimately outsourcing many activities to third-party 

providers with greater capabilities and reduced costs, 

allowing us to better focus our limited resources on the 

communities we serve. 

Thank you for being a part of our first 80 years, changing 

countless lives and lighting the way to independence for 

so many children and their families. I remain inspired as 

I look toward our 81st year.

Gratefully yours,

Jeffrey Leitzinger, PhD
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Lighting The Way Since 1938

FROM OUR CEO SARAH E. ORTH, MPA
This past year has been a time not 

only to celebrate and reflect on 

Blind Children’s Center’s 80 years 

of service, it has been a time to 

consider how we can best meet 

the needs of children with visual 

impairments into the future. After 

nearly a year of research and discussion, BCC adopted 

a strategic plan that calls for the Center to expand its 

infant and preschool programs over the next five years. 

Research and our own experience demonstrate that 

reaching children as early as possible—with appropriate 

interventions, education and support—is directly linked 

to their future success in school, work, and life. 

In order to achieve our goals, BCC is sunsetting our 

grade school programming (kindergarten through 

2nd grade) over the next two years to direct critical 

resources to the expansion of preschool and infant 

programming. These changes will enable us to continue 

our commitment to inclusion by opening our doors to 

neighborhood children in need of FREE, high-quality 

education and early intervention services.   

The Blind Children’s Center has evolved many times 

throughout our long history. Like all nonprofits, we are 

charged with maximizing our resources for the greatest 

impact on the children and families we serve. Some-

times that means making hard choices. While BCC 

successfully added kindergarten through 2nd grade to 

our services over a decade ago, we have determined that 

going back to our roots is the most effective way for us to 

achieve our mission in the long-term. 

Thankfully, we have donors and partners like you who 

believe in the importance of our mission, who choose 

to invest in the children and families we serve, and who 

share our vision of an inclusive and brighter world for 

children who are blind or visually impaired.

Sincerely,

Sarah E. Orth, MPA

Audience members were treated to a keynote 

address from Jane Simmons, current Chair of the 

Delta Gamma Foundation which has supported the 

Center since its inception, and parent Jennifer Rios, 

who gave a moving speech about the incredible 

impact the services at the Center have made on her 

son Henry and their family. Thank you to everyone 

who attended and made it such a special night!
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lighting the way

“I DID IT!”
Xavier spontaneously exclaimed those three words  

as he walked away with his diploma from the  

Blind Children’s Center. For the eight year-old, the  

moment was the culmination of a long and often  

arduous journey. Born prematurely with multiple  

disabilities including Cerebral Palsy and Cortical Visual 

Impairment, Xavier’s early school years were unlike 

most, even at the Blind Children’s Center. 

Before graduation day, he had 

already battled through several 

major surgeries including 

hip adductor and hamstring 

lengthening. He had worn leg 

braces for six to eight hours 

a day at school since the time 

he was crawling, and just last 

year he endured another 

surgery to improve the 

 mobility in his ankle. 

Despite all those challenges, he may have been the 

student who spent the most time at school smiling.  

He quickly earned the nickname “Happy Xavi”  

around campus. 

“He really is a very happy little boy,” his mother Carla 

said. “And the teachers and specialists at the Center 

have been so patient and caring with him.” The family 

workers and teachers visited during his hospital 

stays, brought him his schoolwork, and helped walk 

her through the medical process. “They provided 

light through some scary times,” she said.

Xavier loves to tell jokes and has an uncanny memory 

for matching names to voices, including nearly ever 

staff member at the Blind Children’s Center! Although 

he has significant delays, he enjoys stories and has 

learned to spell his name by rote. 

Most incredibly, after several years using a walker, 

he took his first steps on his own last year, into his 

grandmother’s arms. “When he was born the 

doctors said he would never walk,” Carla remembered. 

“I know so much of his growth has to do with the 

specialists and their adaptive physical education 

program.”  

“Xavier’s success is a great example of the entire 

family working together with our multidisciplinary 

team,” said the Center’s Director of Education & Family 

Services, Dr. Fernanda Armenta-Schmitt. “His moth-

er, grandmother and aunt are frequently on campus, 

benefitting from our family groups and community of 

support.” 

Xavier just started at his local public elementary 

school. His aunt, who also lives with Xavi, said he 

already likes it very much though he does miss the 

Blind Children’s Center. “Although he is in a class 

with children of varying abilities at his new school, he 

was prepared for that thanks to the Center’s inclusion 

model,” she said.  

“Xavi brings joy to everyone who meets him.  

When he arrived at the  

Center six years ago,  

we never imagined  

how far he would  

come. We are  

very grateful.”
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to a brighter future

LES MARRAINES LEADER LIGHTS THE WAY FOR OUR STUDENTS
Growing up as a child in German-occupied 

Denmark, Inge Jones never imagined one 

day she would be staring out over the 

Pacific from a home in Malibu. Her father 

was a tailor and the family lived a modest 

life where she said, “he could always trade 

something for a chicken.” 

A decade after the War, she met a handsome young 

American named Tom Jones while working in the office 

of a home supply store. Unlike the Welsh singer, her 

Tom was an aeronautical engineer for Hughes Aircraft 

living in her hometown of Aalborg. They had a  

traditional courtship for two years before marrying 

and moving to the Unites States. 

Good years followed as they traveled Europe and 

back to the U.S. for Tom’s work. In 1976, they settled 

permanently in Malibu. Within a year, Inge, who was 

still fine-tuning her English, met several neighbors 

who were members of a philanthropic group of 

women named Les Marraines (The Godmothers).

Inge joined a year later. “We used to be a very large 

group of 30 active members, all united by a love of 

philanthropy” she said. “We came from various  

backgrounds, geographically and financially, but  

we all wanted to make Los Angeles better for  

young children.” 

Les Marraines were first introduced to the Center 

in 1994. “We were so impressed by the warmth and 

happiness of the place,” said Inge who has served as 

Les Marraines’ Treasurer for many years. “We knew we 

wanted to be a part of the mission.”

This year marks 25 years that Les Marraines have 

supported Blind Children’s Center. For many years 

they held an annual gala, and they still lead an 

annual appeal campaign to aid the Center. Although 

their numbers have dwindled to six—several in their 

nineties—they are still champion fundraisers for our 

students and their 

families. 

Inge has personally 

chosen to include 

the Blind Children’s 

Center in her estate 

plan to ensure our 

programs continue 

into the future. “This is 

a wonderful place and 

these are wonderful kids,” she said.  

“We want them to have a fair chance in life. The 

Center helps them become productive members of 

society and successful adults, and there is nothing 

better than that.”  

| Light the Way for Future Generations

We humbly ask you to consider inclluding the Blind Children’s Center in your estate plan.  
Your gift will do more than you even thought possible to transform the lives of children who  
are visually impaired and their families for generations to come.

For more information, please contact Scott Kassel at 323.664.2152, ext. 2330, or via email  
at scott@blindchildrenscenter.org.

To include the Center in your estate plan use our legal name, The Blind Children’s Center, 
Inc. Fed ID#: 95-1656369

Circle
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Your Support Makes it all Possible

Accomplishments
 • Celebrated our 80th year of service to children who are blind or visually impaired 

 • Recognized by Charity Navigator as a 4-Star Charity— 

their highest rating—for the 5th straight year

100%      of your donation goes directly to serving 
the children and their families

Administration, Development & Public Information costs are supported by the Investment 
Account. Audited Financial Statements are available on our website.

90 children were served during the 2018/19 school year.  
 • ALL CLASSROOMS WERE INCLUSIVE

Who we serve:
57% Visually Impaired

LATINO: 64% • MULTIRACIAL: 20% • CAUCASIAN: 8% • AFRICAN-AMERICAN: 3% • ASIAN-AMERICAN: 2% • OTHER: 3%

43% Typically developing

79  % of our students who are visually 
     impaired face disabilities in addition 

to blindness

Donor Support
1. Foundations 36%

2. Bequests 30%

3. Events 20%

4. Individuals 11%

5. Corporations & Civic Groups 2%

6. Other 1% 

Expense Breakdown
1. Program Services 77%

2. Fundraising 13%

3. Administration 10%
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Our Year in Pictures
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Our Donors

2018/2019 Gifts 
of Distinction 
It is our distinct pleasure 
to acknowledge the many 
individual donors and 
community partners who 
funded the Blind Childrens 
Center’s vital work during the 
2018/2019 fiscal year.

To learn more about how you 
can support the Center, please 
contact Scott Kassel,  
Director of Development & 
Communications 
at 323.664.2153 ext. 2330  
or via email at  
scott@blindchildrenscenter.org

Individuals

$100,000 and Above
Robert E. Carney  

Revocable Trust 

Hartwig and Susanne Moham

Family Trust

$10,000 to $25,000    
Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Childress  

Fox Trust 

Mrs. Lisa Hansen*

Mrs. Kent Lovelady  

Mrs. Jean McMurray  

Ms. Jane Stampe  

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Thornton 

$5,000 to $9,999 

Mr. & Mrs. George Ball 

Mr. & Mrs. Gavin Beck  *

Mr. Karl Fechner 

Ms. Antoinette Gray 

Mr. Steve Hayes 

Dr. & Mrs. Sherwin Isenberg*

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Sullivan

$2,500 to $4,999 

Mrs. Betsy Behny  

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Griner 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hourigan 

Kirtland Holdings Ltd

Partnership 

Dr. & Mrs. Jeff Leitzinger*

Ms. Lynnel Munoz  *

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Newberry*

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Rosas  

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Schupp  

$1,000 to $2,499 

Mr. Andrew Alcorn 

Ms. Carol Bahoric 

Mr. & Mrs. Kevork

Barmaksezian 

Ms. Jennifer Brown*

Ms. Carrie Carpenter 

Ms. Annette Collins 

Mr. Terrence Dibble 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Easterly  

Mr. & Mrs. Burton Forester 

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Grande*

Ms. Cindy Gutierrez 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hamilton 

Mrs. Jacklyn Harper  

Mr. Roland Harrison 

Ms. Victoria Haupenthal 

Mr. Hugh Hunter 

Mr. Roman James 

Ms. Julia James  

Mr. & Mrs. Herb Joiner*

Mr. Samuel Kaplan 

Mr. Ronald Kaufmann 

Mr. Palmer Langdon 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony McMahon 

Mr. Russell Meisels 

Ms. Patti Meisels 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Olsen 

Mrs. Sarah Orth & Mr. Christian

Desmond 

Mr. Harsh Patel 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Phillips  

Mr. Josh Pyatt 

Mr. & Mrs. Marc Rojas*

Mr. Scott Schaldenbrand*

Mr. & Mrs. Don Scott 

Ms. Nan Hall  

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Simmons*

Mr. John Simpson 

Mr. Mark Skeehan 

Ms. Rebel Steiner 

Estate of Emily Graham

Storrow 

Mr. Hua Yang 

Jedy Yu

$500 to $999 

Ms. Franci Agajanian  

Mr. Bernard Anthony 

Dr. Fernanda Armenta-Schmitt

& Mr. Paul Schmitt 

Mr. & Mrs. David Braun*

Mr. Robert Camm  

Ms. Keets Cassar  

Ching-Hsiung Chen 

Mr. Louis Cimino 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Coulson  

Mr. Dan Fingarette 

Ms. Debra Fisher 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard French 

Ms. Ana Gama 

Ms. Jacqueline Glass 

Mr. Roger Gleckman 

Ms. Anna Greenhalgh 

Mr. Ronnie Guha 

Mr. Gilbert Haakh 

Mr. Sean Hartranft 

Ms. Ranlyn Hill Wrede 

Mr. Robert Hsu 

Ms. Yanet Huerta 

Ms. Timmi Jandro  

Ms. Lydia Knauss 

Ms. Alyson Leigh Kroischke 

Ms. Cindy Kuo 

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Leafstedt  

Mr. Kenneth Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Montgomery   

Mr. Nicolas Munoz 

Mr. Jason Nyhan 

Ms. Ashish Raghukula 

Mr. John Reynolds 

Mr. Jayro Roman 

Mr. Robert Ruby 

Mrs. Marion Ruth  

Ms. Iris Schmalix 

Mr. Hubert Schmalix 

Mr. Scott Sharpe 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Sheinberg 

Mr. Alex Shen 

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Taylor 

Mr. Joshua Van Meter 

Ms. Kay Wardell 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark West*

Ms. Harriett Whalen 

Mr. Charles Wharton 

Ms. Ina Zec*

$100 to $499 

Ms. Zahra Abutabikh 

Mr. James Advani 

Ms. Amy Agajanian  

Ms. Jacqueline Andrews 

Mr. Chris Ang 

Dr. & Mrs. James Angelos 

Ms. Virginia Ashlock  

Mr. Jonathan Banks 

Mr. Lance Barton 

Mr. & Mrs. Edmund

Baumgarten  

Mrs. John Beckner  

Ms. Sondra Behrens 

Mr. William Paul Bekkala 

Shwetanchla Bhan 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Blaauboer 

Mrs. S. A. Borak 

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Borow 

Ms. Linda Brandstetter  

Mr. Barry Brann 

Ms. Robert Brewis  

Mr. Ron Buchanan 

Mr. & Mrs. John Cacavas 

Mr. Matthew Calabro 

Ms. Cheri Candido 

Mr. & Mrs. Octavio Cantos 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Carey 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Chalfant 

Mr. Steve Chen 

Hui Lin Chen 

Mr. Daniel Chicarella 

Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Choy 
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Our Donors

Mr. Marco Cisneros 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Claussen 

Mr. Allen Cohen 

Mr. Mark Correa*

Ms. Barbara Corwin 

Mr. John Coyle 

Mr. Luis Crespo 

Mr. Tobias Cushing 

Dr. & Mrs. Warren Cutting 

Mr. & Mrs. John Daegele  

Aihem Dang 

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Davidson  

Mr. Andre Dawson 

Ms. Mercedes Doeling 

Mrs. Sandra Doerschlag  

Ms. Sara Dokter 

Ketty Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Ellrod 

Mr. Alex Erasso 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fassett  

Mrs. Jill Fosselman 

Mr. Gregg Fowler 

Ms. Marlyn Franklin  

Mr. Gregory Frey 

Ms. Linda Froschauer  

Mrs. Marta Garcia 

Dr. & Mrs. Mark Garlington 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Garzio 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Gibbs 

Mr. Dave Gibson 

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Gillespie  

Ms. Carrie Giordano 

Ms. Greta Gioustremes 

Mr. Mark Glasser 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Grimm  

Ms. Donna Guay  

Jyotishko Gupta 

Mr. Joseph Hadley 

Ms. Susan Harless  

Mrs. Kay Hester 

Ms. Robin Hill  

Ms. Marianne Hillman  

Ms. Gail Hock 

Ms. Sally Hoffman 

Mr. Jeffrey Horn 

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Horton  

Telo Hui Hsiung Wu 

Ms. Diana Mei Hua Lin 

Ms. Sandra Huerta 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Jacobs 

Ms. Abby Jarrah 

Ms. Inge Jones 

Ms. Maithilee Juvekar 

Mr. Harpreet Kang 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Kassel 

Ms. Theresa Kern 

Ms. Kathleen Kirby 

Ms. Karen Klaparda  

Mr. David Klein 

Ms. Marilyn Klinger 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Komick 

Mr. & Mrs. William Korth  

Sun Ku 

Ms. Ming Kuang Yin 

Ms. Kristin Kudrave 

Ms. May Kwo 

Ms. Shannon Lally 

Tzuning Lam 

Mr. Herbert Lampert 

Dr. & Mrs. Jean-Louis Le

Renard 

Dr. Paul Lee 

Jiin Lee 

Ms. Kathryn Lemon 

Mr. Joseph Levine 

Ms. Anne Lewis 

Dr. Bruce Littman 

Ms. Louise Wuu Lo 

Ms. Madge London  

Ms. Monica Mader  

Ms. Terry Magnin  

Ms. Deborah Magnuson 

Mr. James Maher 

Ms. Carrie Lynn Mass 

Ms. Evelyn Mazza 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael McAllister 

Ms. Debra McDonald 

Ms. Lorraine McWhinnie 

Ms. Lisa Meier 

Ms. Rosalinda Mendiola 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Meyer*

Ms. Manije Milani 

Mr. Joseph Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Miller  

Mr. Matthew Monge 

Ms. Debbie Morante 

Mr. & Mrs. David Murphy 

Mr. Eshwin Narayan 

Mr. Jerry Nedelman  

Ms. Kelly Nelson 

Suong Nguyen 

Mr. Terrence O’Reilly 

Ms. Kathleen O’Rourke 

Mrs. Lisa Orth 

Mr. & Mrs. Parviz Parvizyar 

Ms. Kinna Patel 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Perris  

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Peterson  

Mr. Hung Phan 

Mr. Don Pope 

Mr. Matt Pouratian 

Razieh Pourjahan 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Range 

Ms. Susan Ray  

Mrs. Jennifer Rios & Mr. 

Gordon Stott

Mr. Frank Rizzi 

Ms. Rachel Robin 

Mr. & Mrs. Sergio Robleto 

Ms. Christina Robleto 

Mr. Lucio Rodriguez 

Ms. Deborah Rogers 

Ms. Angie Roman 

Ms. Priscilla Roman 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rosenberg 

Ms. Kathy Rosenberg 

Mrs. Shannon Ryan 

Ms. Judy Samson 

Dr. Daniel Sanchez 

Mr. Juan Santoyo 

Ms. Betsy Savant 

Ms. Ruth Schneider 

Mr. Zachary Schulman 

Ms. Marian Selvaggio 

Ms. Louise Settino-Sobieski 

Mr. Kenneth Shapiro 

Ms. Teresa Shen 

Ms. Sue Shields  

Mrs. Rosemary Simmons 

Mr. Tarik Smith 

Ms. Christy Snyder Bradley 

Mr. Paul Song 

Ms. Barbara Stanfield 

Ms. Marylin Stephens 

Mr. Joel Stevens 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stockett  

Ms. Molly Stott 

Ms. Marcia Strong 

Ms. Elaine Strong Karsh  

Ms. Khalima Su Hanova 

Mr. Michael Sudjati 

Li Siang Sun 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Swift  

Ms. Paula Taggart 

Ms. Allyson Taketa  

Ms. Lisa Taylor 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Tranquada 

Mr. & Mrs. Fermin Trujillo 

Ms. Susan Tryon 

Mr. Ken Vils 

Mrs. George Vulich  

Mrs. Marleny Vydelingum 

Ms. Shiow Wang

Ms. Roxanne Watson

Mr. Victor Weingarten 

Ms. Susan Welch  

Ms. Nancy Welsh 

Mrs. Lynn White  

Mr. Dale Williams 

Ms. Sarah Wright  

Mr. Charlie Wu  

Ms. Ann Wu  

Shreeta Yadav  

Mr. Austin Yarnton  

Mr. & Mrs. Luis Ybarra  

Ms. Nancy Yelton  

Ms. Gina Zapanta

* Board of Directors

  Delta Gamma
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COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS

$100,000 and Above
Windsong Trust

$50,000 to $99,999

The Leonard I. Green

Foundation

The Youssef and Kamel

Mawardi Foundation

Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris 

Foundation

QueensCare

The Rose Hills Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999

Bruce Ford and Anne Smith 

Bundy Foundation

Delta Gamma Foundation 

Service for Sight  

Fox Family Foundation

The Gibney Family Foundation

Hoya Optical Laboratories

The Karl Kirchgessner

Foundation

Edward A. and Ai O. Shay

Family Foundation

The Stockel Family Foundation

Witherbee Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999

American Legion Crown City

Post 536

Anonymous

Mara W. Breech Foundation

George Hoag Family

Foundation

John & Ursula Kanel Charitable 

Foundation

Kayne Anderson Capital 

Advisors Foundation

Lewis A. Kingsley Foundation

Les Marraines

Los Angeles Trial Lawyers 

Charities

The Irving Moskowitz 

Foundation

The Patron Saints Foundation

Rite Aid Foundation KidCents

Lon V. Smith Foundation

Sunair Children’s Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999

Archer Johnson Foundation

Atrius Insurance Solutions, LLC

Bergen Foundation

The Hugh & Hazel Darling 

Foundation

Department Of Water And 

Power Employees Assn. Inc.

Goodwin Family Memorial Trust

Marian & Pink Happ Fund

The Kim and Harold Louie 

Family Foundation

Marcil Family Foundation 

Morgan Stanley

Newport Diversified Inc

North Hollywood Lions Club

Orange County Community 

Foundation

Signal Hill Petroleum Inc

U.S. Bank Foundation

J.B. & Emily Van Nuys Charities

Weiss Engineering & 

Development Co., Inc

Wells Fargo Foundation

Smith-Welsh Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999

Alpha Sigma Chapter U.C.L.A.  

Angels Baseball Foundation Inc.

Anonymous

Jean B. Fields Charitable Fund

Hollywood Chamber of 

Commerce Community 

Foundation

Hollywood Charity Horse Show

Heffernan Foundation

Insurance Designers

The Ann Jackson Family 

Foundation

Jewish Community Foundation 

of Southern Arizona

Korean American Running 

Team (KART)

Kiwanis Charities of Santa 

Monica

Lark Ellen Lions Charities

$1,000 to $2,499

20th Century Fox

Advanced Vision Care

Ascent Private Capital 

Management

Coastline Real Estate Advisors

The Kleiner Cohen Foundation

Del Frisco’s Double Eagle 

Century City

EC Design LLC

Global Federation of Chinese 

Business Women

Hermosa Kiwanis Foundation

Looking Beyond, Inc.

Los Angeles Chargers

Meylan Davitt Jain Arevian & 

Kim LLP

The Lucille Ellis Simon 

Foundation

Pat A. Traynor Foundation

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC

$500 to $999

Acom Solutions

Eva Rosa Ice Cream

Integrity Builders General 

Contractors

Marsh & McLennan 

Companies Inc.

Truist

Your Cause, LLC

$100 to $499

City of Industry Lions Club

Disney Worldwide Services, Inc.

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Glendale-Burbank Alumnae 

Group of Delta Gamma  

LC International Inc.

Lions Club of Acton

Lions Club of Norwalk

Lu Yi International Inc.

Metro Optics Eyewear

United Methodist Women Of 

Northridge

IN HONOR

These gifts were made to 
the Center in honor of:

THE BAR MITZVAH OF JONAS 

FRIEDMAN

Dr. Bruce Littman

THE BAR MITZVAH OF LUCAS 

FRIEDMAN

Dr. Bruce Littman

JACKSON COCKREAM

Ms. Shannon Lally

ALEJANDRO GOMEZ-QUINONES

Ms. Michele Miyakawa

BROOK HAZELTINE

Mrs. George Vulich  

HENRY, JEN & GORDON

Ms. Molly Stott

JENNIFER JOINER

Mrs. Kay Hester

TAMAR KREMER

Ms. Debra McDonald

ELINOR LIVINGSTON

Mr. Roger Gleckman

LUNA

Mr. Joshua Van Meter

AUDREY McQUAY

Mrs. George Vulich  

CARSON MELL

Ms. Gail Hock

Our Donors
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KIRIN MONTOYA & PAULINE 

MARSHALL

Mr. Morris Friedell

GEORGE OGORZALEK’S

BAPTISM

Ms. Lauren Pantano

PETER PHAN

Mr. Hung Phan

LEAH GRACE RUIZ

Ms. Aakash Goyal

Ms. Cindy Gutierrez

BEVERLY SCHULMAN

Mr. Zachary Schulman

SIMAC

Mr. David Frankenthal

BETTE SMITH

Mrs. George Vulich  

PATTY & TOM SULLIVAN

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hourigan

REDD WILLIAMS

Ms. Rebekah Autey

IN MEMORIAM

These gifts were made to the 
Center as remembrances of:

PEGGY ALARD

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Dilibert

LLOYD BUCHOLZ

Mrs. George Vulich  

BOB BUCHRER

Mrs. George Vulich  

BILL CAVAN

Ms. Virginia Ashlock  

GLADYS CHILDRESS

Mr. Richard Stolz

JOE DILIBERT

Ms. Virginia Ashlock  

MAX GREEN

Mrs. George Vulich  

DR. JIM HOLT

Mrs. George Vulich  

BETTY JOHNSTON

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Johnston

JANE KEELER

Mr. Terrence O’Reilly

Mr. & Mrs. John Smith

Ms. Marylin Stephens

JANA KENGLA

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Grimm

JILL KORNEY

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Gibbs

DR. RALPH LAKE

Mr. John Coyle

ANNE B. LEWIS

Ms. Anna Greenhalgh

Mrs. Rosemary Simmons

Ms. Sarah Wright

Ms. Nancy Yelton

JOHNSON MOSSMAW

Ms. Patricia Harries

JOYCE & JIM MULICK

Ms. Virginia Ashlock  

BETTY ANN NEDELMAN

Mr. Jerry Nedelman

LLOYD OGILVIE  

Mrs. George Vulich  

MARGIE OVERPECK

Mrs. George Vulich  

BRIDGETT ROSAS

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Rosas  

JEB ROSEBROOK

Mrs. John Beckner  

PRISCILLA ALDEN  MARSHALL 

RUNKLE  

Ms. Inez Gelfand

Ms. Mary Gerpheide  

DONNA FRICK SHATTUCK

Ms. Virginia Ashlock  

JEFFREY DUANE TANNER

Mrs. Sally Tanner-Smock  

SHIRLEY WARD

Ms. Patti Meisels

AILEY YBARRA

Mr. & Mrs. Luis Ybarra

We lost a longtime 

colleague and dear 

friend this year. 

Paul Breard served 

the center for nearly 

30 years in various 

capacities, including 

information 

technology, facility 

maintenance and 

front office support. 

He is deeply missed  

by many.

Paul Breard
1965 - 2019

Ms. Ada Lila Aguilera

Dr. Fernanda Armenta-Schmitt

Mrs. Yolanda Blancarte-

Chatman

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Borow

Ms. Samantha Fong

Mrs. Adela Gonzalez

Ms. Yanet Huerta

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Kassel

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Kim

Mrs. Grace Lasisi

Ms. Nancy Lorenzo

Mr. Carlos Martinez

Ms. Rosalinda Mendiola

Mrs. Martha Merkell

Ms. Jennifer Eyo Morales

Mrs. Sarah Orth & Mr. 

Christian Desmond

Ms. Brenda Rosales

Ms. Yasmin Schmalix

Mr. & Mrs. Ross Vergara

Ms. Marleny Vydelingum

  Delta Gamma

We also thank 
the numerous 
donors who 
gave up to $100 
for the children 
this year.

Our Donors
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Jeff Leitzinger, PhD
President
Founder & President 
Econ One Research
Parent of a Blind Children’s 
Center graduate

Jennifer Brown
Vice President
Sales Account Manager
Verrex, LLC

Scott Schaldenbrand
Treasurer
Chief Financial Officer
Union Supply Group

Lisa D. Hansen
Secretary
Chair, Kenneth T. &  
Eileen L. Norris Foundation

Danette M. Beck
Past President
National Construction  
Practice Leader
USI Insurance Services

David R. Braun
Director of Sales, iPipeline

Mark Correa
Vice President, Wells Fargo

Gregory J. Grande
SVP Relationship Manager
Pacific Western Bank

Sherwin J. Isenberg, M.D.
Professor of Pediatric 
Ophthamology, Jules Stein 
Eye Institute, UCLA

Samuel Masket, M.D.
Clinical Professor
Jules Stein Eye Institute, 
UCLA

Lynnel Muñoz
Senior Vice President, SAP 

Lawrence F. Meyer
Principal, Law Offices of 
Lawrence F. Meyer

Carolyn Newberry
Community Volunteer

Pilar C. Pettys
Vice President,  
Private Welath Advisor,  
U.S. Bank Private Wealth 
Management

Marc Rojas
Detective, Los Angeles 
Police Department

Ann Ruth
Community Volunteer

Marion Ruth
Owner, Ruth Realty

Fred Sayeg
Filmmaker/Producer,  
Fred Sayeg Productions

Stephen Simmons
Features & Sections Editor
Beverly Hills Courier

Mark West
Client Success Director, 
Oracle Cloud Analytics

Ina Zec
Parent of Blind Children’s 
Center graduate

OUR MISSION
To prepare children who 
are visually impaired to 
thrive in a sighted world 
through inclusive,  
family-focused early  
intervention and child  
development programs.

Blind Children’s Center board 
members serve as volunteers 
and are not compensated in 
any way. Six board meetings are 
held throughout the year at the 
Center, 4120 Marathon Street, 
Los Angeles, CA 90029.


