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From Our President 

Danette M. Beck

As I conclude my first year 

as Board President, I am 

humbled and blessed to 

lead our committed team 

of volunteers at such an important time in the Blind 

Children’s Center’s history. As we embark on our 

eightieth year of service, now is the time to ensure our 

organization’s longevity for the next eighty years. 

The watchword for me this year is Change. We said 

goodbye to a dear friend and colleague in former 

Executive Director Lena French, and enthusiastically 

welcomed our new CEO and friend, Sarah Orth. 

Sarah’s mission and vision will guide our school 

in the coming years and lead us toward ambitious 

new goals. I look forward to each of you meeting 

her at the Center or an event sometime soon. 

Our very own Scott Kassel took on a larger role as 

Director of Development to increase efforts to find 

much-needed funds for our growing programmatic 

needs. I am thrilled to say this past year we received 

the most donations from individuals, foundations, and 

corporate partners in our 79-year history. Thank you! 

In 2018, we will be adding two new events to thank 

you—our supporters—for your contributions to 

our critical work. Look for more information in the 

coming months on our inaugural “Tables that Bloom” 

event as well as our eightieth anniversary gala. 

The founders of Delta Gamma chose the Anchor 

as their emblem because it was the ancient 

symbol of Hope. Much like the anchor, our school 

provides hope to the many families and children 

we serve. The Center’s talented and dedicated staff 

bring this model program to life. They could not 

create the miracles we witness on campus every 

day without your support. Thank you again!

Benefits to Children with Disabilities

• Closer friendships

• Increased social interactions

• Peer role modeling

• Increased achievement of academic goals

• Higher expectations

• Enhanced skill acquisition

• Increased inclusion in future environments

in·clu·sion  /  in'klooZH
e

n / noun — an educational 

environment where a child with a 

disability is integrated into classes with 

children who are typically developing. 

At the Blind Children’s Center, we foster 

inclusion in a unique way—aiming for a 

50/50 split of children who are blind or 

visually impaired and children who are 

typically developing, learning side by 

side in each classroom. 

Inclusion Benefits Everyone!

Lighting The Way



From Our CEO 

Sarah E. Orth, MPA

It is with great joy and 

enthusiasm that I join the 

exceptional staff of the 

Blind Children’s Center. 

Over the last 15 years, I have been blessed to work in 

organizations that have not only focused on the healthy 

development of young children, but have placed equal 

value on parents and caregivers—especially those who 

are isolated, whether it be from poverty, language, 

or cultural differences, or because their child has a 

disability or critical illness. 

I believe that the support networks that grow among 

parents who share a common story are critical to 

healing and moving forward. I also believe that parents 

need guidance to help ensure their children have the 

nurturing, love, and educational support needed to 

succeed. Supporting the whole family is at the heart 

of Blind Children’s Center mission, and the heart of my 

commitment to the organization.  

While this Annual Report celebrates accomplishments 

from the past year, I have spent my first month at the 

Center thinking about our nearly 80 years of service. 

I have learned that our staff members are recognized 

leaders in early intervention and the education of 

visually impaired children; and that our impact goes 

well beyond the walls of our center-based program in 

Los Angeles. Through our publications, which are used 

by families and programs globally, and our research 

grants that support advancements in the care of visually 

impaired children, BCC’s footprint is far reaching. 

I look forward to working with the staff, Board, 

volunteers, donors, and families we serve to set a 

strategic course that will build on our many successes 

and position the Blind Children’s Center for another  

80 years of impact, both in Los Angeles and around  

the world. 

“ When inclusive [practice] is fully embraced, 

we abandon the idea that children have 

to become ‘normal’ in order to contribute 

to the world. Instead, we search for and 

nourish the gifts that are inherent in all 

people. We begin to look beyond typical 

ways of becoming valued members of the 

community, and in doing so, begin to realize 

the achievable goal of providing all children 

with an authentic sense of belonging.”

 — Norman Kunc, 1992

Benefits to Typically Developing Children

• Meaningful friendships

• Increased understanding of diversity

• Increased empathy

• Greater academic outcomes

•  Opportunities to master activities by teaching others

• Greater respect for all people

• Preparation for life in an inclusive society

Since 1938



Medical Research Program

As a model program and leader in the field, the Blind Children’s Center takes 

great pride in making grants each year to scientists and researchers on the 

cutting-edge of research into juvenile blindness. For more than 20 years now, 

our esteemed research committee of doctors, scientists, 

and experts has annually screened applications from 

around the world and provided generous grants in 

hopes of someday finding better treatments and even 

cures for various forms of juvenile blindness. 

Research committee chair Dr. Sherwin Isenberg of 

UCLA’s Jules Stein Eye Institute says, “It is a testament 

to the Center’s vision that we are not only seeking to 

educate and serve today’s visually impaired community, 

but to pioneer a brighter future for tomorrow. One of 

our grants may very well pave the way for novel treatments and procedures that 

provide a better life for people facing blindness around the world.” 

Research Committee

•  Sherwin J. Isenberg, M.D., Chairman; Professor of Pediatric Ophthalmology,  

Jules Stein Eye Institute, UCLA School of Medicine

•  Gerald Bowns, M.D., Ophthalmologist, Pasadena Eye Medical Group,  

Clinical Assistant Professor, USC Keck School of Medicine

•  Diane Cullinane, M.D., Executive Director, Professional Child Development Associates

•  Diane L. Fazzi, Ph.D., Professor & Division Chair of Special Education and Counseling 

at California State University, Los Angeles

•  Robert Gordon, O.D., Associate Dean of Clinical Affairs & Professor,  

College of Optometry, Western University of Health Sciences

•  Michael B. Gorin, M.D., Ph.D., Professor Division Chief, Retinal Disorders and 

Ophthalmic Genetics Department of Ophthalmology, David Geffen School of Medicine 

•  Samuel Masket, M.D., Clinical Professor, Jules Stein Eye Institute, UCLA,  

founding partner of Advanced Vision Care

•  Sue Parker-Strafaci, Director of Child Development,  

Braille Institute of America, Retired

Move With Me

A Parents’ Guide to Movement Development for Babies with Visual ImpairmentsSecond Edition

Sherwin J. Isenberg, M.D.

Chairman

Move With Me
Second Edition

Did You Know?

The Blind Children’s Center distributed 2,635 copies of 28 training  

publications and videos worldwide during the past fiscal year,  

a 114% increase from last year! Thank you for enabling us to share  

our knowledge with others in need, the world over!

To order from our suite of publications and videos, please call 323.664.2153,  

or visit our online store at www.blindchildrenscenter.org/pubs

Here is a short list of the 

Center’s most recent grants:

2017 $25,000

Zhongjie Fu, Ph.D.

Boston Children’s Hospital

FGF21 Protects Against 

Hyperglycemia Associated ROP 

through Modulating Energy Metabolism

2016 $24,600

R.V. Paul Chan, M.D.

Illinois Eye and Ear Infirmary,  

University of Illinois at Chicago,  

College of Medicine

Characterization of Ocular 

Malformations in Infants with  

Possible Exposure to Zika Virus

2015 $20,000

Carolyn Drews-Botsch, Ph.D., MPH

Emory University

Pilot Study of Reading Speed and 

Comprehension in Children Treated  

for Unilateral Congenital Cataracts

2014 $20,000*

Fatema Ghasia, M.D.

Cleveland Clinic Lerner College  

of Medicine of Case Western  

Reserve University

Fixational Eye Movements 

(microsaccades) in Amblyopia

* Funds donated by Lisa Hansen,  
The Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris 
Foundation

2012 $20,000

Jing Chen, Ph.D.

Children’s Hospital Boston

Micro RNA Control of Retinal Vascular  

& Neuronal Degeneration in ROP

Lighting The Way



Light the Way for Future Generations

Since 1938 we have been providing children who are blind or severely visually impaired with the educational 

tools and practical skills to lead a successful life. Help us build the strong foundation for  

another 79 years of private early education. 

We humbly ask you to consider including the Blind Children’s Center in your estate 

plan. Your gift will do more than you even thought possible to transform the lives  

of children who are visually impaired and their families for generations to come. 

For more information, please contact Scott Kassel at 323.664.2153, ext. 2330,  

or via email at scott@blindchildrenscenter.org.

To include the Center in your estate plan, please use our legal name,  

“The Blind Childrens Center, Inc.” Fed ID# 95-1656369

Champions of Light

Our city’s finest do more than protect and 

serve—they also boast an impressive volunteer 

football team known as the LAPD Centurions. 

The squad, composed of more than 50 LAPD 

officers of various ranks and assignments, plays 

a six-game schedule of full contact football each 

season to raise funds for the children and families of the 

Blind Children’s Center. Incredibly, this year marks the 

38th season the Centurions have played on our behalf, 

and it was their most successful ever!

Thanks to the strong coaching 

of Blind Children’s Center Board 

Member and LAPD Centurion Coach, 

Detective Marc Rojas, along with a 

punishing run game and stout defense, our Centurions 

stormed to a 5-0 regular season record, including key 

victories over crosstown rivals, the Los Angeles Sheriff’s 

Department Grizzlies, and a hard-fought 21-14 win over 

the 2016 National Public Safety Football League (NPSFL) 

Division I/II Champion, the San Diego Enforcers.

The Centurions took their undefeated record to Austin, 

Texas, where they defeated a tough Central Texas 

Wolfpack squad on their home turf. That victory led 

the 6-0 Centurions to their third National Public Safety 

League Division I Championship bid in five years, all the 

way across the country at the Aviator Sports and Event 

Center in Brooklyn. 

Our Centurions 

played their hearts 

out, but came up 

just short in the final 

game, succumbing to 

eventual champions, 

the FDNY Bravest.

Congratulations to our Champions of Light on an 

extraordinary season! And a huge thank you to the 

players, officers, and coaches for always keeping our 

students in your hearts as you take to the field to raise 

critical funds for our programs and services! 

Since 1938



Our Year in Pictures



of your donation goes directly to 

serving the children and families

Administration, Development and Public Information costs are supported by the Investment Account.  
Audited Financial Statements are available on our website: www.blindchildrenscenter.org.

How It HelpsDonor Support

40% Educational Preschool & Afternoon Program

33% Kindergarten, 1st Grade & 2nd Grade

13% Family Services

10% Infant Services

2% Publications

2% Research

100%

102 432

Students &
Family Members

All Classrooms Were Inclusive

Visually Impaired/Blind

56%

44%

Typically developing

Added key therapeutic equipment  

for increasing number of students  

with multiple disabilities

Implemented National 

Geographic Reach for Reading 

Language Arts Curriculum

Completed Year 2  

of a 3-Year Social Skills Program

Best 
Practices

Top Five Selling Publications

1 2 3 4 5

HEART TO HEART

72% Individuals

24% Foundations

3% Corporations

1% Civic Organizations

Your Support Makes It Possible

Budget Actual

Total Revenue

$4.48M

$3.39M



Individuals

$100,000 and Above

Mrs. Marylynn Evans 

Marian L. Parks Trust

$25,000 to $99,999

Anonymous 

Mr. Leslie Joseph

Estate of Ms. Frances Lubovsky

Estate of Kurt Meyer

Mr. Elan Shukartsi

Theodore T. Zuck Trust

$10,000 to $24,999

Mr. & Mrs. Gavin Beck *

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Hansen*

Leebody Family Trust

Dr. & Mrs. Jeff Leitzinger*

Ms. Evelyn Mazza

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Olsen

Mr. & Mrs. Tetsu Tanimoto

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Wincel*

$5,000 to $9,999

Mr. & Mrs. George Ball

Ms. Karen Cameron

Mr. Bruce Clarke

Mr. Karl Fechner

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Griner

Mrs. Jean McMurray 

Ms. Louise Mnich 

Mr. Scott Schaldenbrand*

$2,500 to $4,999

Mrs. Leland Babbitt 

Mr. & Mrs. Kevork Barmaksezian

Mrs. Betsy Behny 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard French

Mr. & Mrs. James Jackson

Kirtland Holdings Ltd Partnership

Dr. Ned Momary

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Newberry*

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Rosas 

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Scully

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Semler

Mr. & Mrs. Marcus Tanimoto

Mr. Steven Weiss

Mr. Jeff Wincel

$1,200 to $2,499

Anonymous 

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Bash

Mr. & Mrs. David Braun*

Keets Cassar

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Coulson

Mr. & Mrs. Burton Forester

Mr. Ryan Geeting

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Grande*

Ms. Nan Hall 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hamilton

Mrs. Jacklyn Harper 

Mr. Kevin Holmquist

Mr. Hugh Hunter

Mr. Palmer Langdon

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony McMahon

Ms. Lisa Meier

Mr. Russell Meisels

Ms. Dolores Ramirez Landeros

Mr. Jayro Roman

Mrs. Marion Ruth *

Mr. & Mrs. Don Scott

Estate of Emily Graham Storrow

Mr. Josh Willis

$500 to 1,199

Ms. Carol Bahoric

Mr. Fahed Bitar

Mr. Franklin Brenner

Dr. & Mrs. James Bryan 

Ms. Carrie Carpenter

Mr. Cole Carson

Mr. Louis Cimino

Mr. Mark Correa*

Mrs. Patricia Craine *

Ms. Patricia Delaney 

Mr. Todd Frealy & Ms. Anne Bigley

Mr. & Mrs. Tamotsu Furukawa

Mr. Fred Fyten

Mr. Gilbert Haakh

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hamilton

Ms. Victoria Haupenthal

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hyle

Mr. Joel Jacobson

Mr. & Mrs. Herb Joiner*

Mr. Ronald Kaufmann

Mrs. Jane Keeler 

Mrs. Anne Kolatkar

Mr. Brian Kriegler

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Larson

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Leafstedt 

Mr. Pedro Lopez

Dr. & Mrs. Samuel Masket*

Mr. Dana Matthow

Ms. Patti Meisels

Ms. Liz Mitchell

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Montgomery 

Ms. Marlene Mourtzikos 

Ms. Catherine Neel

Mr. Jeff Nolte

Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd Ogilvie 

The Honorable Victor Person

Mr. & Mrs. Arvydas Petravicius

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Phillips

Mr. Josh Pyatt

Mr. Marc Rojas*

Ms. Ann Ruth *

Mr. Hubert Schmalix

Dr. Fernanda Armenta-Schmitt  
& Mr. Paul Schmitt

Ms. Linda Sherman

Mr. John Simpson

Mr. Ramesh Sobhraj

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Spates 

Ms. Linda Stern

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Thornton

Mr. Jim Trunick

Mr. David Unter

Mrs. George Vulich 

Mr. Howard Whiteside

$100 to $499

Mr. Wayne Adderly

Mr. Frank Aguirre

Mr. Arthur Anderson 

C. Anderson

Mr. Charles Anderson

Anonymous 

Mr. Luis Arevalo

Ms. Carol Bahorich

Mr. & Mrs. Mickey Baker

Mr. Brenden Barkate

Mr. & Mrs. Edmund 
Baumgarten 

Mr. & Mrs. W. Jeffrey 
Baxter

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Bennett

Mr. Robb Berke

Mr. Greg Berry

Shwetanchla Bhan

Mr. & Mrs. John Bigley

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Bishop

Ms. Sharon Borak

Mr. George Bouse

Ms. Linda Brandstetter 

Mr. Barry Brann

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Breard

Mr. & Mrs. Leo Brennan

Ms. Robert Brewis 

Ms. Jennifer Brown

Ms. Marilyn Buster 

Mr. Mitchell Butler

Mr. & Mrs. Octavio Cantos

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Carey

Ms. Galeta Carleton

Mr. & Mrs. William Cerri 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Chalfant

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Chappell

Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Choy

Mr. Van Chu

Mr. Joseph Chua

Mrs. Minju Chung de la Tour

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Claussen

Mr. Edmond Cohen

Ms. Sheri Cohen

Mr. Joe Connolly

Mr. Patrick Crawford

Mr. Rodney Cruse

Mrs. Melba Cunningham 

Dr. & Mrs. Warren Cutting

Mr. & Mrs. John Daegele 

Mr. & Mrs. Bryant Danner

Farryl Dickter

Mr. Derrick Dominguez

Mr. Barney Dougher

Mrs. Katherine Dunlap 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Easterly 

Mr. Troy Eckberg

Mr. & Mrs. James Farrell 

Mr. & Mrs. James Feick

Dr. Christina Flaxel

Mr. Erik Fradin

Mr. David Frankenthal

Professor John Garcia

2016/2017 Gifts 
of Distinction 

It is our distinct pleasure 

to acknowledge the many 

individual donors and 

community partners who 

funded the Blind Children’s 

Center’s vital work during the 

2016/2017 fiscal year. 

To learn more about how 

you can support the Center, 

please contact Scott Kassel, 

Director of Development 

& Communications at 

323.664.2153, ext. 2330, 

or via email at scott@

blindchildrenscenter.org. 

* Board of Directors

 Delta Gamma

Our Donors



Mrs. Marta Garcia

The Garland Family Trust

Mr. Gary Garland

Dr. & Mrs. Mark 
Garlington

Mrs. Jennifer Gershon

Mr. Hossein Ghazvininezad

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Gibbs

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Gillespie 

Mr. David Goldsmith

Mr. Chris Goris

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Gourley

Jyotishko Gupta

Mrs. Jane Gustafson 

Mr. Fernando Gutierrez

Dr. Lloyd Hall

Ms. Cilgia Halprin

Ms. Kathleen Hayes

Mr. & Mrs. Roy Herald

Mrs. Kay Hester

Ms. Marianne Hillman 

Mrs. Diane Hilton 

Mr. Robert Hindle 

Ms. Sally Hoffman

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Horton 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hourigan

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Houston 

Angel Hsiao

Mr. Matt Hudack

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hunt, II

Mr. Douglas Huntington

Mr. & Mrs. William Huston

Dr. & Mrs. Sherwin Isenberg

Ms. Courtney Iverson

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Jagels

Mr. Daniel Jelladian

Mr. Barry Jones

Ms. Kimberlee Jones  
& Ms. Lisa Snyder

Ms. Maria Jordan

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Kabakoff

Mr. Harpreet Kang

Mr. Ranjit Kaur

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Kennedy

Mr. Kaye Kiddoo 

Mr. Ernest Kneubuhler

Mr. & Mrs. William Korth 

Mr. Shreedhar Kothari

Mr. Terry Krieger

Mr. John Krummell

Ms. Karen Kuchel 

Ms. Elaine Lachman

Mr. Herbert Lampert

Dr. & Mrs. Jean-Louis Le Renard

Mr. Jeremy Levine

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Lewis

Ms. Anne Lewis

Mr. Dennis Lin

Dr. Bruce Littman

Ms. Louise Wuu Lo

Mr. & Mrs. Kent Lovelady 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lynn

Ms. Monica Mader 

Ms. Terry Magnin 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Mancuso

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Manning

Mr. Joe Mantegna

Mr. & Mrs. Federico Marin

Mr. Robert Martin

Mr. D. Scott Mason

Ms. Frances Maulding

Mr. & Mrs. Michael McAllister

Mrs. Jane Meek

Mrs. Martha Merkell

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Meyer*

Mr. & Mrs. John Meyer

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Miller 

Ms. Dee-Dee Moreno

Mr. & Mrs. Austin Mortensen

Dr. & Mrs. James Mulick 

Ms. Lisa Mulvaney

Mr. & Mrs. David Murphy

Ms. Carolina Nantz

Mr. Jim Nantz

Suong Nguyen

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Noonan 

Mr. William Oberholzer

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Olsen 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Peterson 

Mr. Amos Posner

Mr. Robert Pritchard

Mr. Jay Puglisi

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Range

Mr. & Mrs. Sergio Robleto

Ms. Dania Rodriguez

Ms. Deborah Rogers

Ms. Angie Roman

Ms. Bonnie Rothman

Ms. Debi Russell

Ms. Judy Samson

Mr. & Mrs. James Sauer

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Schanche 

Ms. Muriel Scharf

Ms. Ruth Schneider

Mr. Charles Schofield

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Schupp 

Sunil Shah

Ms. Lisabeth Shatner

Ms. Melanie Sheffield

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Sheinberg

Ms. Sue Shields 

Mr. Adam Shindle

Dr. Neil Sika

Ms. Sue Silver 

Ms. Sofia Solis

Ms. Eileen Sonheim

Ms. Barbara Stanfield

Mr. Brad Starr

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stockett 

Mr. Steven Sublett

Ms. Paula Taggart

Ms. Allyson Taketa 

Mr. Akira Tanimoto

Ms. Patricia Tanimoto

Mrs. Katherine Tatsuno

Mr. Jake Tauber

Mr. Muneo Teraoka

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Thomas

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Togawa

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Tranquada

Ms. Linda Triemstra

Mr. & Mrs. Fermin Trujillo

Ms. Susan Tryon

Mr. Joshua Van Meter

Mr. Ross Victor

Mr. William Allen Visevich

Ms. Arlys Warfield 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark West*

Mrs. Lynn White 

Mr. Dale Williams

Mr. Thomas Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Wincel*

Mr. Kirk Yarnton

Mr. Al Zaninovich

Ms. Sandra Zaninovich

Ms. Ina Zec*

Community Partners

$100,00 and Above

John Hancock Insurance

Margie & Robert E. Petersen 
Foundation

Windsong Trust

$25,000 to $99,999

The Atlas Family Foundation

Bruce Ford and Anne Smith  
Bundy Foundation

Delta Gamma Foundation  
Service for Sight 

The Green Foundation

Hoya Optical Laboratories

John & Ursula Kanel Charitable 
Foundation

Karl Kirchgessner Foundation

The Youssef and Kamel Mawardi 
Foundation

The Moe Life Foundation

Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris 
Foundation

QueensCare

The Rose Hills Foundation

The Stockel Family Foundation

Witherbee Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999

Allergan Foundation

The Louis L. Borick Foundation

George Hoag Family Foundation

Kayne Anderson Capital Advisors 
Foundation

Les Marraines

Los Angeles Trial Lawyers Charities

The Irving Moskowitz Foundation

Lon V. Smith Foundation

Sunair Children’s Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

Women Helping Youth

$5,000 to $9,999

Archer Johnson Foundation

Bergen Foundation

Mara W. Breech Foundation

Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation

Department of Water and Power 
Employees Assn. Inc.

The Gibney Family Foundation

Korean American Running Team

The Kim and Harold Louie Family 
Foundation

Newport Diversified Inc

The Patron Saints Foundation

The Riordan Foundation

Rite Aid Foundation KidCents

Smith-Welsh Foundation

$2,500 to $4,999

Jean B. Fields Charitable Fund

Hollywood Charity Horse Show

Lark Ellen Lions Charities

Looking Beyond, Inc.

Los Angeles Police Protective League

North Hollywood Lions Club

Rehrig Pacific Company

Our Donors



U.S. Bank Foundation

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC

Wells Fargo Bank

$1,200 to $2,499

Airstream Los Angeles

Arcadia Champion Lions Club

California United Bank

Caltronics Business Systems

The Kleiner Cohen Foundation

First Republic Bank

Hollywood Chamber of Commerce 
Community Foundation

Jose Janitorial Service Inc.

Kiwanis Charities of Santa Monica

Orange Aluminum Corp.

San Marino Griffins Lion Club

The Lucille Ellis Simon Foundation

Pat A. Traynor Foundation

United Way of The Bay Area

Weingart Foundation

Weiss Engineering &  
Development Co., Inc

$500 to $1,199

The Benevity Community  
Impact Fund

Edison International 
Your Cause, LLC Trustee

Hermosa Kiwanis Foundation

The Last Bookstore

Lions Club of Montebello

New Century BMW

$100 to $499

AT&T

Bank of America

Burbank Noon Lions Club

James & Deborah Burrows 
Foundation

Clumeck Stern Schenkelberg  
& Getzoff

Dependable Highway Express

Eye-Das

Gelson’s Market

William Hefner Achitecture

Lions Club of Norwalk

Los Angeles Police Relief 
Association, Inc.

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC

Northwest Glendale Lions Club

Palermo Italian Restaurant

Sempra Energy Company

South Bay Alumnae Group  
of Delta Gamma 

United Methodist Women  
of Northridge

Wells Fargo Community Support 
Campaign

Winaire Inc.

Yee & Dubin Sports

Your Cause, LLC

Gifts in Kind

The Academy of Magical Arts Inc.

The Admiral Risty

ADTEC

Mr. Jon Aguirre

Alpha Nu Chapter of Delta Gamma 
U.S.C. 

Alpha Sigma Chapter U.C.L.A. 

American Cinematheque

Aquarius Casino Resort

Mrs. Georgine Archer 

Art’s Delicatessen & Restaurant

AT&T Pioneers

Autry National Center

Ms. Gisselle Avalos

AVI Resort & Casino

Bar Method Los Angeles

Bradford Renaissance Portraits

The Brookby Foundation

Ms. Jennifer Brown*

Cabrillo Music Theatre

Cafe Santorini

Callaway Vineyard & Winery

Caroline Burke Designs  
& Associates, Inc.

Carroll & Co.

Casablanca Restaurant

The Comedy & Magic Club

Mr. Marshall Cooley

Dalla Valle Vineyards

D’Aquino Italian Importing Co., Inc.

Disneyland Resort

Ms. Rena Donofrio

Dr. Phil Show

Eta Alpha of Delta Gamma at 
Pepperdine University 

Farfalla

Mr. Joel Feldman

Ms. Linda Figueroa

Four Seasons Biltmore  
Santa Barbara

Fred Fyten Printing & Logistics 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard French

Mr. James Gaffney

Getty Images, Inc.

Gold Coast

GolfTEC

Officer Adam Green

Green Street Restaurant

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Griner

Mr. Steve Gurvin

Mrs. Lisa Hansen*

Mr. Paul Harpo

Ms. Victoria Haupenthal

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Herman

Hermosa Kiwanis Foundation

Mr. Cesar Hilario

Hollywood Charity Horse Show

Hoya Optical Laboratories

Mrs. Sandy Hubert *

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hunt, II

The Huntington Library

IL Pastaio

In-N-Out Burger

Mr. Kiran Jeffery

Mr. Craig Jeffrey

Mr. Albert Jibilian

Jonathan

Ms. Kimberlee Jones

Jones Coffee Roasters

Jose Janitorial Service Inc.

Mr. Jeffrey Judd

LA Conversation

The Laguna Playhouse

Mrs. Janis Lake 

Lancer Dermatology

Levin, Schreder & Carey

Los Angeles Clippers Foundation

Los Angeles Dodgers

Los Angeles Lakers

Los Angeles Police Department

Los Angeles Rams

Mr. Joe Mantegna

Ms. Erin Marshall

Marston’s Restaurants

Mass Mutual Financial Group

Ms. Evelyn Mazza

Ms. Sharl McCoy

Miracle Springs Resort & Spa

Monterey Bay Aquarium

Newport Diversified Inc

Mr. James Norton

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Ornstein

Pala Casino Spa Resort

Paleoista, by Nell Stephenson, LLC

Papa Cristos

Parker’s Lighthouse

Pasadena Tournament of Roses

Performance Team Freight 
Systems Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome 
Prewoznik 

Mr. Robert Pritchard

PRP Wine International

Queensview Steakhouse

Mr. Hugo Quinomez

Roclord Studio

Mr. Marc Rojas*

Ms. Dorothy Roth

Rowley Portraits

San Fernando Valley Alumnae Group 
of Delta Gamma 

Santa Anita Park - LA Turf Club

Sarah Leonard Fine Jewelers

Ms. Frances Saslow Gold

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Sayeg*

Mr. Scott Schaldenbrand*

Ms. Muriel Scharf

Sea World Adventure Park

Sherman Oaks Tree Service

Sonic Fuel Studios

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Sullivan

Sunland Vintage Winery

Susie Cakes

Ms. Allyson Taketa 

Mr. & Mrs. Marcus Tanimoto

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Taylor

Tom Ford P.R.

Top Tier Treats

Total Wine & More

Veeva Systems

Via Alloro

Vienna

Villa Berulia Restaurant

Von Hemert Interiors

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC

Mrs. Lisa Whitman 

Yojisan

Ms. Ina Zec*

In Honor

These gifts were made to  
the Center in honor of:

JULIE ABED, LSW, MSW
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Herald

DANETTE BECK *
Ms. Hannah Robleto

NICOLE BURSON
Mrs. Cindy Burson

BETH CLARKE
Mr. Bruce Clarke

Our Donors



KELLEY COLEMAN’S 
BIRTHDAY
Ms. Jennifer Rarey

LORRAINE COLICH
Les Marraines

AMMAVARU KANAKA 
DURGAMMA

Sri Harsha Pola

CHRISTOPHER FREALY
Mr. & Mrs. Don Scott

LENA FRENCH
Dr. Fernanda Armenta-Schmitt  
& Mr. Paul Schmitt 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles S. Hyle

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Kassel

Les Marraines

Mr. & Mrs. Tetsu Tanimoto

LAURIE HEADLEY
Mr. Scot Headley

BURT HUFF
Mr. Jeffrey Judd

JENNIFER JOINER
Mrs. Kay Hester

EMMA LEITZINGER
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Herald

LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CENTURIONS
Mr. Vincent Rojas

NANCY LOVELADY COPSEY
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Lovelady 

MAY DAY FOR REMEMBRANCE
Mrs. John Beckner 

SUMA MEHTA
Ms. Sunish Mehta

LARRY MEYER’S BIRTHDAY*
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Ohara

BARBARA PAMPALONE, DDS
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Herald

PATRICK’S BIRTHDAY
Ruja Tulaphorn

ETHEL PHIPPS 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Easterly 

MARC ROJAS*
Mr. Vincent Rojas

DOROTHY ROTH’S 90TH BIRTHDAY
Les Marraines

YAEL SELA’S BAT MITZVAH
Dr. Bruce Littman

TOM SULLIVAN
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hourigan

NATHAN SUPLIN
Farryl Dickter

SANDRA ZANINOVICH
Ms. Carol Bahoric

INA ZEC*
Ms. Carol Bahoric

In Gratitude

Advanced Vision Care  
(Samuel Masket, MD;  
Nicole Fram, MD; Juliet Chung, 
MD and Neda Shamie, MD) 
have donated to the Center to 
express their appreciation to:

Dr. Claudine Armand

Dr. Shahriar Farzad

Dr. Peter Fodor

Dr. Peter Gabor

Dr. Bernard Geller 

Dr. Ted Goldstein

Dr. Michael Groth

Dr. Melinda Hakim

Dr. Thomas Hanscom

Dr. James Khodabakhsh

Dr. Lori Kirschner

Dr. Richard Lander 

Dr. Paul Lee

Dr. Tina MacDonald

Dr. Guy Massry

Dr. Colin McCannel

Dr. Tara McCannel

Dr. Anthony Nesburn 

Dr. Kristin Nesburn

Dr. Roger Novak

Dr. Thomas O’Hearn

Dr. Harold Reaves

Dr. Richard Roe

Dr. Robert Sacks

Dr. Barry Seibel

Dr. Mark Sherman

Dr. Yossi Sidakaro

Dr. Kent Small

Dr. Stuart Stoll

Dr. Kevin Suk

Dr. Ray Taban

Dr. Homayoun Tabandeh

Dr. Farnoosh Tinoosh

Dr. David Wallace

Dr. Robert Wexler

Dr. Christopher Zoumalan

In Memoriam

These gifts were made to the 
Center as remembrances of:

JAN J. ANDERSON
Mr. Arthur Anderson 

MARGE BAZANICH
Ms. Lorraine McWhinnie

JACK BECKNER
Mr. & Mrs. William Cerri 

Mr. Fred Clayton

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Conley

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Easterly 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard French

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lynn

Mr. & Mrs. Jeb Rosebrook 

Ms. Eileen Sonheim

Mr. Pat Todd

GEORGE BRODI
Ms. Rebecca Blaszak

GLADYS CHILDRESS 
Mr. Richard Stolz

CRAIG COLICH
Dr. & Mrs. Richard French

IVOR COPSEY
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Lovelady 

NANCY LOVELADY COPSEY
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Easterly 

ROGER CRADDOCK
Mrs. George Vulich 

SYLVIA CRASNICK
Mrs. George Vulich 

MRS. WARREN DODSON
Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd Ogilvie 

PAT DODSON
Mrs. George Vulich 

MRS. PATTY DURNELL
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Herald

JIM ECKMAN
Ms. Nan Hall 

ERIC
Mrs. George Vulich 

ALICE GLURIA
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Herald

MARGARET GOUGH
Mrs. Patricia Seal

WILLIAM HERTEL
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Spates 

WILLIAM HEYLER
Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd Ogilvie 

Mrs. George Vulich 

DOROTHY HIGHT
Judge Bob Hight

MRS. MARILYN HINDLE
Mr. Joe Connolly

Ms. Betsy Gebhart

Mrs. Jane Keeler 

CHRIS HITCHCOCK
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Spates 

DOROTHY KABAKOFF
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Kabakoff

JACOB KABAKOFF
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Kabakoff

ANNA KERR
Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd Ogilvie 

ANN KIDDOO 
Mr. Kaye Kiddoo 

JILL KORNEY
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Gibbs

BETTY KUCHEL
Ms. Marina Sloan

VIRGINIA MADRA
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Herald

DAPHNE MARKHAM
Mrs. Jean McMurray 

BILL MATHEWS
Ms. Marianne Hillman

RUTH MAYERSON
Mrs. Lorraine Colich

Ms. Ethel Eiseman

Dr. & Mrs. Richard French

Ms. Inge Jones

Les Marraines

Ms. Charlotte Paskil

Ms. Dorothy Roth

HARLYNE NORRIS
Dr. & Mrs. Richard French

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Newberry*

BRUCE O’REILLY
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Herald

DR. JAY PATEL
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Roney 

ROBERT RINEHART
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Spates 

BRIDGETT ROSAS
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Rosas 

DODIE HODGES SADAHIRO
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Cowan 

ANN SCHUPP
Mrs. George Vulich 

MICHAEL SHIELDS
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Newberry*

HELEN TUPPAN 
Ms. Sheri Cohen

FRANK ULF
Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd Ogilvie 

PAT VAN FLEET
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Herald

MARIE WORKMAN
Mrs. George Vulich 

BURT WRIGHT
Mrs. George Vulich 

We also thank the 
numerous donors who 
gave up to $100 for the 
children this year

Our Donors
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Our Honorees
In acknowledgment of the 

extraordinary work accomplished at 

the Blind Children’s Center through the 

generosity of their time and talent, we are 

proud to present our 2017 honorees. 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS OF THE YEAR

LADWP Employees’ Association

South Bay Delta Gamma Alumnae Group

DELTA GAMMA OF THE YEAR

Allyson Taketa

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

Julie Cremeans

Management Staff

Sarah E. Orth, MPA, CEO

Fernanda Armenta-Schmitt, Ph.D., Director of Education 

 and Family Services/Assistant Executive Director

Scott Kassel, Director of Development & Communications

Manuel Ayala, Director of Facilities

Ross Vergara, Director of Finance

Our Mission

Founded in 1938, the Blind Children’s Center is a nonprofit 

organization whose mission is to foster the development and 

education of children—birth through 2nd grade—who are visually 

impaired in an inclusive, family-focused setting.

Our goal is to optimize each child’s opportunities to lead 

a meaningful life through a comprehensive program 

beginning with early intervention, followed by an educational 

curriculum specifically adapted to the needs of each student. 

Thanks to the generosity of our supporters, all services are 

provided at no charge to our students or their families.

For the second year in a row, we have been 

awarded the highest possible 4-star rating 

from Charity Navigator. We were also recognized by CSQ magazine 

as one of their top 100 charities in the Greater Los Angeles Area.

Board of Directors

Danette M. Beck 

President

David R. Braun, CLU

Jennifer Brown

Mark Correa

Patricia Craine, M.A., L.M.F.T. 

Kevin T. Gordon

Gregory J. Grande

Lisa D. Hansen

Sandra G. Hubert 

Sherwin J. Isenberg, M.D.

C. Herbert Joiner

Jeffrey Leitzinger, Ph.D.

Samuel Masket, M.D.

Lawrence F. Meyer

Lynnel P. Muñoz 

Carolyn Newberry

Octavio Pescador, Ph.D.

Pilar C. Pettys

Marc Rojas

Ann Ruth 

Marion Ruth 

Fred A. Sayeg

Scott E. Schaldenbrand

Azadeh Shladovsky

Stephen Simmons

Mark T. West

Andrew Wincel

Ina Zec

Research Committee

Sherwin J. Isenberg, M.D.

Chairman

Gerald Bowns, M.D.

Diane Cullinane, M.D.

Diane L. Fazzi, Ph.D.

Robert Gordon, O.D.

Michael B. Gorin, M.D., Ph.D.

Samuel Masket, M.D.

Sue Parker-Strafaci

CHARITY NAVIGATOR
Four Star Charity


