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Guided by Our Values

SUPPORTING OUR STUDENTS 
THROUGH COVID-19
In March 2020, the Blind Children’s Center transitioned 

to remote services for our students and families. This 

decision was based on recommendations from the 

Center for Disease Control and LA County Public Health 

Department in light of the COVID-19 pandemic and 

was in alignment with the Los Angeles Unified School 

District and other surrounding districts. Our goal 

was to secure the health and safety of our children 

and families as well as our staff while continuing to 

support our students’ growth.

During this challenging period, it has been our 

continued priority to provide services for our families 

that focus on four pillars of growth: physical health,  

opportunities for our students to interact with the adults 

in their lives, family self-care, and affirmations that  

promote hope, positivity, and a healthy frame of mind.

Our team created customized at-home 

education plans for each of our students based on 

these goals and students’ specific needs. At the same 

time, parents were coached on their role as their 

child’s first and most important teacher. Educational 

“care packages” were sent to each child’s home to 

ensure they had access to the necessary materials to 

support their learning. For our braille reading stdents, 

we mailed braillers and braille paper to homes and set 

up Zoom classes for students that included educational 

activities, physical fitness and time for sharing and 

connecting with friends.

FROM OUR LEADERSHIP
As 2020 has unfolded, 

we have all been asked 

to step up in new ways: 

to achieve more through 

technology; to take 

collective responsibility 

for the vulnerable among 

us; and for many parents, to be parent, teacher, 

employee, spouse and caregiver all at the same time. 

These stressors are compounded for parents with 

children who have special needs.

That is why Blind Children’s Center focused first on 

our values when we moved our programs off-site in 

March 2020. Guided by our values (see page 5) of  

Family Focus, Empathy, Empowerment, Inclusion and 

Professionalism, BCC’s staff designed a virtual program 

model to respond to the unique needs of each child and 

their families. Working through our strong relationships 

with families, teachers and specialists individualized 

their approach, guiding children in developmentally 

appropriate activities at home.

Our values will continue to guide us through 2021 

as the uncertainties caused by the global pandemic 

will undoubtedly continue to negatively impact chil-

dren and their families – especially those with special 

needs. The Blind Children’s Center is prepared to do 

our part by focusing not just on children, but the whole 

family; providing services with empathy; empowering 

children and parents with knowledge and tools for 

success and independence; and fostering acceptance 

through an unwavering commitment to inclusion.

With gratitude,

Sarah E. Orth

Chief Executive Officer

Dr. Fernanda Armenta-Schmitt

Director of Education &  

Family Services
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Lighting The Way Since 1938

As we enter our 82nd school year, our priority remains 

the health and safety of our students, their families, 

and our staff. We begin the new year with an even 

greater understanding of distance learning and the 

knowledge that we will see our students in person as 

soon as it is safe for us all to be together again.

FROM OUR PRESIDENT JEFF LEITZINGER, PhD

It is often said nowadays that a 

consequence of the pandemic 

is that all of us have a new ap-

preciation for what is important. 

Stripped of—or one might even 

say freed from—the all-consuming 

nature of our typically busy daily 

routines, we have had the chance to stop and think 

about what matters to us. Family, friends, work 

colleagues and schools all come to mind.

Certainly, that has been the case for all of us involved 

with the Blind Children’s Center. We have been thinking 

about the importance of the BCC’s work and how to 

continue our programs and services in this challenging 

environment. It has not been easy. Indeed, the substi-

tutes for vision involve proximity—touch, voice, smell—

the very things that the pandemic has forced us to limit.

But like the students we serve, we have adapted by 

learning new and valuable things about the way we 

can help the children and their families. Outreach to 

parents, assistance in tapping into online resources, 

and one-on-one counseling all have emerged as critical 

roles we play. Along the way, I have been energized by 

the creativity, flexibility, and commitment of the  

teachers and staff at the BCC.

We are reminded, as a result, about what has remained 

consistent throughout our 82 years of history—a 

community of caring people looking to help those who 

face unique challenges get along better in this world. 

Something worth preserving for generations to come.

Stay safe and healthy.

Jeffrey Leitzinger, PhD

Board President
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Building For the Future

INTRODUCING THE TOM SULLIVAN LEGACY SOCIETY

Named for one of our longstanding and dedicated 

supporters, the Tom Sullivan Legacy Society recog-

nizes and honors those who have made, or intend to 

make, an estate-related gift to the Blind Children’s 

Center. When you include us in your estate plan, you 

leave a legacy of care, support, and light to children 

with visual impairments and their families.

WHO IS TOM?

Tom Sullivan was born blind due 

to complications from prematuri-

ty. Educated at Perkins School for 

the Blind, followed by Providence 

College and Harvard University,

he has forged an incredible career 

in entertainment ranging from 

the Johnny Carson Show to a national anthem perfor-

mance at the Super Bowl. Tom has leveraged his public 

profi le to become a passionate advocate for children 

facing blindness and the teachers who open their 

hearts to help them learn and grow.

In 1979, Tom visited the Blind Children’s Center 

where he met a family whose daughter was just 

three months old. “It was the fi rst time I held a blind 

baby, and it changed my life,” Tom remembered. 

“The Center’s child psychologist told me what great 

potential this little girl and every student had. Here 

was a baby who was just like I was years earlier. It 

had all come full circle.”

Tom became a champion for the Blind Children’s Center, 

impressed by the inclusive setting and inspired by the 

loving, caring environment. Over the past 40 years, he 

has worked tirelessly to raise funds in support of our 

mission, and in the future, his legacy will continue to 

support our work through his intended planned gift. 

We invite you to join him in supporting a future where 

children who are blind or visually impaired can thrive 

by designating a portion of your estate to the 

Blind Children’s Center.

WHY PLANNED GIVING?

Through thoughtful planned giving, you can increase 

your lifetime security and achieve your goals for 

family and charity through tax and estate planning 

advantages. At the same time, you will benefi t from 

knowing that the Blind Children’s Center will continue 

to be a beacon of light for children facing blindness 

and their families. Benefi ts of membership in the 

Tom Sullivan Legacy Society include optional recog-

nition on our donor wall and in printed materials, and 

invitations to special gatherings and events.

While every member of our Legacy Society shares a 

dedication to our children and families, we recognize 

that each act of giving is personal and unique. When 

you are considering a signifi cant gift, it is always 

advisable to weigh the costs and benefi ts of giving 

cash, securities, property, or business interests. Blind 

Children’s Center has the fl exibility and resources 

to accept a wide range of assets. Additionally, Blind 

Children’s Center works with Bank of America Private 

Bank Philanthropic Solutions and can connect you 

with an expert who will share more about gift vehicles 

and their associated tax advantages, and work with 

you and your advisors on meeting your long-term 

fi nancial and charitable goals.

To learn more, join, or be connected to an expert, 

please contact Scott Kassel, Director of Development, 

at (323) 664-2153 or scott@blindchildrenscenter.org.

The information provided here is not intended as tax, legal 

or fi nancial advice, nor can we provide such advice to you. 

You should discuss any charitable gift with your professional 

fi nancial advisor.

“It was the first time I held
a blind baby, and it changed
my life...”        – TOM SULLIVAN
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53

Typically
developing

Administration, Development & Public Information costs are supported by the Investment Account. Audited 
Financial Statements are available on our website.

100%

Of those students

and their parents

participated in

virtual programming

Your Support Makes it Possible

Who we serve:

Students were enrolled in our inclusive center-based programs

      Of your donation goes
   directly to serving the
children and their families

53%

47%

51
Visually impaired

   • FAMILY FOCUS
       BCC offers a holistic and integrated approach that supports the entire family.

• EMPATHY
Our team is patient and caring, leading our programs with compassion.

• EMPOWERMENT
We aim to cultivate hope and build independence amongst our community.

• INCLUSION
We provide an accessible and accepting 

environment, striving for a balanced number of 

sighted and VI students in each class.

• PROFESSIONALISM
Our staff and specialists are experts in the fi eld and operate with integrity.

LATINO: 57% • MULTIRACIAL: 25% • AFRICAN AMERICAN: 8% • CAUCASIAN: 6% • OTHER: 4%

DONOR SUPPORT
Foundations 51%
Individuals 20%
Other 19%
Events 5%
Corporations & Civic Groups 3%
Bequests 2%

EXPENSE BREAKDOWN
Program Services 78%
Fundraising 13%
Administration 9%

Our Values

79%  of those students who are 

visually impaired have additional medical 

or developmental needs
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Our Year in Pictures
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Our Year in Pictures
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Our Donors

2019/2020 Gifts
of Distinction
We are so grateful for the many 
individuals and community 
partners who funded the 
Blind Children’s Center during 
the 2019/2020 fiscal year.

Individuals

$100,000 and Above

Mr. & Mrs. Steven L. Hansen*

$50,000 to $99,999

Thomas F. Halpin and

Shirley Ann Valentine 

Halpin Trust

Perriseau Trust

$25,000 to $49,999

Mr. & Mrs. Gary A. Childress 

$10,000 to $24,999

Mr. Leslie Joseph

Dr. & Mrs. Jeff Leitzinger*

Mrs. Kent Lovelady 

Mrs. Wayne T. McMurray 

Hartwig and Susanne Moham 

Family Trust

Mr. Elan Shukartsi

$5,000 to $9,999

Mr. & Mrs. George Ball

Mr. & Mrs. Gavin Beck *

Mr. Terrence Dibble

Mr. Karl Fechner

Ms. Antoinette Gray

Dr. & Mrs. Sherwin Isenberg*

Ms. Lydia Knauss

Estate of Emily Graham 
Storrow

Mr. Jeff Wincel

$1,000 to $4,999

Mrs. Hugh Behny 

Mr. and Mrs. Fahed Bitar

Mr. L. Alan Boring*

Mr. Franklin Brenner

Mrs. Louis Busch

Ms. Carrie L. Carpenter

Ms. Keets Cassar

Ms. Susan Cremer and  
Jane E. Stampe 

Mr. Craig Dawson

Mr. Randy Edelman

Ms. Suzana Espinoza

Mr. & Mrs. Burton N. Forester

Mr. Brian Grasela

Ms. Cindy Gutierrez

Mr. & Mrs. Jimmie Hall 

Mrs. Jacklyn M. Harper 

Ms. Victoria Haupenthal

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hourigan

Mr. Ernest Johns

Ms. Penny Kassel

Mr. Ronald Kaufmann

Ms. Judy Lamana

Mr. Palmer Langdon

Mr. Pedro Lopez

Dr. & Mrs. Samuel Masket

Mr. Derrick Medina

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Munoz *

Mr. & Mrs. and Mrs. Norman 
Newberry*

Mrs. Sarah Orth & Mr. Christian 
Desmond

Mr. Josh Pyatt

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Rosas   
Mr. Scott Schaldenbrand*

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Schupp 

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent E. Scully

Mr. & Mrs. Charles V. Thornton

Ms. Donna Warton

Mr. & Mrs. Mark West*

Mr. Andrew Wincel

$500 to $999

Ms. Jennifer M. Brown*

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Easterly 

Mr. Ronnie Guha

Mr. Gilbert E. Haakh

Ms. Ranlyn T. Hill Wrede

Ms. Timmi Jandro 

Mr. Brian Kriegler

Ms. Alyson Leigh Kroischke

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Leafstedt 

Ms. Itza Mari

Mr. John McDonald and 
Mr. Rob Wright

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony J. McMahon

Mr. & Mrs. Todd Meyer

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Montgomery 

Ms. Sibelle Neman

Mrs. Kathleen Orth

Mr. & Mrs. Donald J. Peterson 

Mr. John P. Reynolds

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Schoenberger

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Spates 

Mr. Rebel Steiner

Mrs. Melissa Stevenson Diaz

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Taylor

Ms. Trina Turk

Mrs. Carol A. Walters 

Mr. Charles Wharton

$100 to $499

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Abbott

Ms. Franci Agajanian 

Ms. Holly M. Andrade

Mr. Chris Ang

Mr. Chris Ansell

Mr. Paul Schmitt & Dr. Fernanda 
Armenta-Schmitt

Ms. Virginia Ashlock 

Mr. Jonathan Banks

Ms. Prasanta Barkataki

Ms. Catherine M. Barkataki

Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Baumgarten 

Mrs. John G. Beckner 

Mr. William Paul Bekkala

Mr. Greg B. Berry

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Blaauboer

Ms. Gail Bleeker

Ms. Alyse Bobb

Ms. Debbie Bohnett

Ms. Sharon A. Borak

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald T. Bowns

Mr. Steve Brackett and 
Mrs. Margaret Brackett

Ms. Linda R. Brandstetter

Mr. Barry Brann

Mr. & Mrs. David R. Braun, C.L.U*

Mr. Yordchai Brown

Mr. Matthew Calabro

Mr. Robert Camm

Ms. Cheri Candido

Mr. & Mrs. Octavio F. Cantos

Mrs. Katrina Chiaratti and 
Mr. Nicholas Chiaratti

Mr. Daniel Chicarella III

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Claussen

Mr. Douglas Close and 
Mrs. Michelle Duncan

Mrs. Lorraine Colich

Ms. Alexandra Corona

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Coulson 

Mr. John J. Coyle Jr.

Mrs. Patricia Craine 

Dr. & Mrs. Warren Cutting

Mr. & Mrs. John Daegele

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Dark

Mr. Phillip Davis

Ms. Madeleine Dile

Mr. Mike Dile

Ms. Diane Dixon

Ms. Linda Dunkijacobsnolten

Ms. Erin Egan

Mrs. Marylynn Evans 

Mrs. Sally Evans 

Mr. & Mrs. James Farrell 
* Board of Directors

  Delta Gamma
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Our Donors

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fassett 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Feinfield

Dr. Christina Flaxel

Mr. Jonathan Fleck

Mr. Osborn Foster

Mr. David C. Frankenthal

Mr. Doug Free

Dr. and Mrs. Simon Gamer, D.D.S.

Mrs. Marta L. Garcia

Professor John A. Garcia

Mr. Anthony Garzio

Mr. Mauro R. Gaytan

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth C. Gibbs

Mr. & Mrs. Norman L. Gillespie 

Ms. Greta Gioustremes

Mr. Mark Glasser

Ms. Maria A. Gray

Mr. Daniel Griesmeyer

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin E. Griner

Jyotishko Gupta

Ms. Lindsey Gutierrez and 
Mr. Vladimir Ruiz

Mr. Samuel Gutierrez

Mrs. Jennifer Halm

Ms. Lucy Halperin

Ms. Cilgia Halprin

Mr. Michael Hausknost

Mrs. Bonnie Home and 
Mr. Deforrest Home

Mrs. Jane G. Houston 

Ms. Samma Ishaq

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Jacobs

Mr. & Mrs. John Jensen 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew T. Jessup 

Mr. & Mrs. Herb Joiner

Ms. Inge Jones

Mr. Barry D. Jones

Ms. Maithilee Juvekar

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Kabakoff

Mrs. Tiffany Kaplan and 
Mr. Samuel Kaplan

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Kassel

Ms. Lesley Kennedy

Ms. Karen Klaparda 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Kneubuhler

Mr. & Mrs. William Korth 

Mrs. Karen Kuchel 

Ms. Shannon Lally

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert A. 
Lampert

Ms. Grace Lasisi

Dr. & Mrs. Jean-Louis Le Renard

Dr. Paul P. Lee

Ms. Kathryn Lemon

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur A. Lewis

Ms. Katharine A. Lewis

Ms. Midge Lewis

Ms. Kelly Liao

Ms. Louise Wuu Lo

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew MacTavish 

Ms. Monica S. Mader 

Ms. Terry Magnin 

Mr. Joe Mantegna

Mr. Fausto Manzo and 
Mrs. Martha Arredondo

Mr. & Mrs. Al Markovitz 

Mr. Dana Matthow

Mr. & Mrs. Michael R. McAllister

Mr. Terrance McCloskey

Mrs. Deborah McGowan 
Morante 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott W. McKenzie

Ms. Lorraine McWhinnie

Ms. Patti Meisels

Ms. Rosalinda C. Mendiola

Mrs. Katherine Menees

Ms. Sydelle Meza

Ms. Manije Milani

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Miller 

Mr. Christopher Mitchell

Ms. Liz Mitchell

Ms. Deloris Moreno

Suong P. Nguyen

Khosrow Noori

Mr. Jason Nyhan

Mr. Rick Oefinger

Anand Ogirala

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen P. O’Hara

Mrs. Margaret Orth-Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Parviz Parvizyar

Mr. Chris Passalaqua

Mr. Harsh Patel

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Perris 

Ms. Pilar Pettysbd 

Ms. Alicia Pollack

Ms. Razieh Pourjahan

Mr. Frederick Provenza

Mr. Jason Ramaker

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Range

Ms. Laura Reisert

Mr. Richard Reyes and 
Mrs. Suncha Reyes

Mr. Jason Reynolds

Ms. Isabel Ring 

Ms. Camie Rodan

Ms. Deborah L. Rogers

Mr. & Mrs. Marc Rojas*

Mr. Jayro Roman and 
Mrs. Xiomara Roman

Ms. Kathy Rosenberg

Mr. Harvey E. Sarver

Ms. Zoe Schack

Ms. Iris Schmalix

Ms. Yasmin Schmalix

Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Schmalix 
Ms. Ruth Schneider

Mr. Rohit Sehrawat

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Serhal

Ms. Sue Shields 

Mr. Adam Shindle

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Sill

Mr. John Simpson

Mr. Alan Stampe and 
Mrs. Carolyn Stampe

Ms. Barbara C. Stanfield

Mr. Russ Stanziale

Mr. Neil Stefanides 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Stevens

Mr. Ralph Stevenson

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stockett 

Ms. Lisa Symington

Ms. Debra Synott 

Ms. Allyson S. Taketa 

Ms. Rini Talapatra

Ms. Lori Tappe

Mr. Brian Thomson

Mr. Douglas Tran

Dr. & Mrs. Robert E. Tranquada 
Ms. Susan Bauwens

Ms. Melissa Tufeld

Mr. Joshua Van Meter and 
Ms. Carla Tott

Mrs. George Vulich

Mr. Asher Watt

Mr. Steven Weiss

Mrs. Lynn B. White 

Mr. and Mrs. Todd Whitman

Mrs. Pamela H. Williams and 
Mr. James H. Williams

Mr. Charlie Wu

Ms. Shreeta Yadav

Mr. & Mrs. Luis H. Ybarra

Wu Chen Hung Yu

Ms. Ina Zec*

COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS

$100,000 and Above

The Ahmanson Foundation

Windsong Trust

$50,000 to $99,999

The Atlas Family Foundation

Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris 
Foundation

Edward A. and Ai O. Shay Family 
Foundation
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$25,000 to $49,999

Delta Gamma Foundation 
Service for Sight 

The Gibney Family Foundation

Karl Kirchgessner Foundation

The Youssef and Kamel 
Mawardi Foundation

Rite Aid Foundation KidCents

Witherbee Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999

Bruce Ford and Anne Smith 
Bundy Foundation

Delta Gamma at University of 
Southern California 

Sunair Children’s Foundation

John & Ursula Kanel 
Charitable Foundation

Les Marraines

The Moe Life Foundation

Network for Good

GTT

The Patron Saints Foundation

Thomas and Dorothy Leavey 
Foundation

State Council On 
Developmental Disabilities

Department Of Water And 
Power Employees Assn. Inc.

Carrie Estelle Doheny 
Foundation

Hollywood Charity Horse Show

Mara W. Breech Foundation

Marian & Pink Happ Fund

Samuel H. French & Katherine 
Weaver French Fund

The Irving Moskowitz 
Foundation

The Rose Hills Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999

Bergen Foundation

The Hugh & Hazel Darling 
Foundation

Jean B. Fields Charitable Fund

First German United Methodist 
Church

The Kim and Harold Louie 
Family Foundation

Heath Ceramics, LTD

Lewis A. Kingsley Foundation

Lark Ellen Lions Charities

The Stanley and Joyce Black 
Family Foundation

Los Angeles Trial Lawyers 
Charities

U.S. Bank Foundation

J.B. & Emily Van Nuys Charities

Smith-Welsh Foundation

$1,000 to $4,999

America’s Best Local Charities

Archer Johnson Foundation

Christian Ethics Movement

Colorful Life

Delta Gamma at UCLA 

Sempra Employee Giving 
Network

The Ann Jackson Family 
Foundation

Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce Community 
Foundation

Hulu

Korean American Running 
Team (KART)

Kirtland Holdings Ltd 
Partnership

Kiwanis Charities of Santa 
Monica

Hermosa Kiwanis Foundation

The Kleiner Cohen Foundation

MakingCosmetics Inc.

Meylan Davitt Jain Arevian & 
Kim LLP

Microsoft

North Hollywood Lions Club

PIMCO

PRP Wine International

RSUI

The Lucille Ellis Simon 
Foundation

South Bay Alumnae Group of 
Delta Gamma 

Studio City Farmers Market

Pat A. Traynor Foundation

Trina Turk

Wescom Credit Union

$500 to $999

Ansell Company, Inc.

Box Tops for Education

Edison International - Employee 
Contributions Campaign

Global Federation of Chinese 
Business Women

Hammitt, Inc.

The Heartstringz Foundation

Los Angeles Diamond Bar Lions 
Club

The Stern Family Foundation

David And Sylvia Weisz Family 
Foundation

Whittenburg-Nelsen Family 
Foundation

Yee Family Charitable Fund

$100 to $499

Accenture SoCAL Disabilities 
Employee Resource Group

American Cinematheque

AT&T United Way/Employee 
Giving Campaign

Boeing Employees’ Community 
Fund

LAPD Centurions

Charities Aid Foundation Of 
America

Clark Construction Group, LLC

Disney Worldwide Services, Inc.

Glendale-Burbank Alumnae 
Group of Delta Gamma 

International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees

KPMG Gives c/o Bergen 
County’s United Way

Southern Dames of America

Lions Club of Norwalk

Little Nest

McKinsey & Company

Northridge United Methodist 
Church

Employees Charity 
Organization (ECHO) of 
Northop Grumman

United Methodist Women Of 
Northridge

Weiss, LLC

Westridge School

IN HONOR

These gifts were made to the 

Center in honor of:

ROHAN BEDEKAR 
Ms. Meena Chockalingam

THE CADET FAMILY 
Ms. Itza Mari

JACKSON COCKLEAR 
Ms. Shannon Lally

SHIRLEY CORMACK 
Mrs. George Vulich 

LENA FRENCH 
Dr. Paul P. Lee

FRANKIE A. GARCIA 
Mr. John A. Garcia

ALEJANDRO GOMEZ-QUINONES 
Ms. Alyse Bobb

LEAH AND RONALD GUTIERREZ 
Mr. Samuel Gutierrez

BERNICE HASIN 
Ms. Melissa Hasin

GOLAM HOSSAIN 
Ghulam Iqbal

JENNIFER JOINER 
Mrs. Kay Hester

HANS KARRENBERG 
Mrs. Sally Tanner-Smock

Our Donors
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WILLIAM KATES 
Mrs. George Vulich 

JANE KEELER & LYNN HOFFMAN 
Ms. Diane Dixon

JANE KEELER  
Ms. Susan Bullock 
Dr. and Mrs. Simon Gamer, D.D.S. 
Mr. Michael Hausknost 
Mr. Terrance McCloskey 
Mrs. Katherine Menees 
Khosrow Noori 
Ms. Alicia Pollack 
Ms. Ashley Powell 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schulte 
Mr. Larry Sill 
Ms. Sharon Thompson

JEAN MAY 
Mrs. George Vulich 

DARYL PICKERING 
Mr. Steven Hererra

NELSON “MARIE” REY 
Mr. Niklas Hagvall

DR. JAMES WALTERS 
Mrs. George Vulich 

IN MEMORIAM

These gifts were made to the 

Center as remembrances of:

PAUL BREARD 
Mrs. John G. Beckner 

MAUREEN FOX 
Ms. Mardi Robers

BETTY LEE JOHNSTON 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Johnston

JILL KORNEY 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth C. Gibbs

ANNE B. LEWIS 
Ms. Katharine A. Lewis

MELISSA LOVELADY 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Easterly 

SUSAN METHANY 
International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees

TRACY MOORE 
Mrs. John G. Beckner 

MATILDA NEWGARD 
Mrs. Barbara Vinson 

DONALD L. ORTH 
Mr. Paul & Dr. Fernanda Schmitt

MARY ROHDE 
Les Marraines

BRIDGETT ROSAS 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Rosas

ELAINE WEISS 
Weiss, LLC

LAURA LEE WHITCOMB 

Mrs. John G. Beckner 

AILEY YBARRA 
Mr. & Mrs. Luis H. Ybarra

We also thank the 
many donors who 
gave up to $100 
for the children 
this year.

Our Donors

PLEASE HELP US CONTINUE OUR CRITICAL SERVICES 

BY JOINING OUR SUSTAINER PROGRAM TODAY!

FOR AS LITTLE AS $10/MONTH, you will become part of our special community of monthly supporters

dedicated to helping children who are visually impaired thrive in a sighted world.

Visit www.SustainBCC.org and become a SUSTAINER today!

Our Sustainer Program helps 
families get the resources  
they need to keep children  

reading and writing at home. 

Monthly giving enables 
our staff to develop 

home-based learning 
strategies for children.

Monthly giving enables us to 
provide online learning with 

live teacher interactions.

Monthly giving sustains his
journey to independence.
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BOARD OF  D IRE C T ORS  2019  -  2020
Jeff Leitzinger, PhD
President
Founder & President 
Econ One Research
Parent of a Blind Children’s 
Center graduate

Jennifer Brown
Vice President
Account Manager
Western Audio Visual & 
Security

Scott Schaldenbrand
Treasurer
Chief Financial Officer
Union Supply Group

Lisa D. Hansen
Secretary
Chair, Kenneth T. & 
Eileen L. Norris Foundation

Danette M. Beck
Past President
National Construction 
Practice Leader
USI Insurance Services

L. Alan Boring 
Executive Vice President 
USI Insurance Services

David R. Braun
Director of Sales, iPipeline

Mark Correa 
Vice President, Wells Fargo

Gregory J. Grande
Senior Vice President & 
Center Manager
Citizens Business Bank

Sherwin Isenberg, M.D.
Professor of Pediatric
Ophthamology, Jules Stein 
Eye Institute, UCLA

Lynnel Muñoz
Senior Vice President, SAP

Lawrence F. Meyer
Principal, Law Offices of 
Lawrence F. Meyer

Carolyn Newberry
Community Volunteer

Pilar C. Pettys
Vice President, 
Private Wealth Advisor, 
U.S. Bank Private Wealth 
Management

Marc Rojas
Detective, Los Angeles 
Police Department

Ann Ruth
Community Volunteer

Marion Ruth
Owner, Ruth Realty

Stephen Simmons
Freelance Editor

Mark West
Client Success Director, 
Oracle Cloud Analytics

Ina Zec
Community Volunteer 
Parent of Blind Children’s 
Center graduate

OUR MISSION

To prepare children who 

are visually impaired to 

thrive in a sighted world 

through inclusive, 

family-focused early 

intervention and child 

development programs.

Blind Children’s Center board 

members serve as volunteers 

and are not compensated in 

any way. Six board meetings are 

held throughout the year at the 

Center, 4120 Marathon Street, 

Los Angeles, CA 90029.

4120 Marathon Street, Los Angeles, CA 90029-3584


