
The Blind Children’s Center was founded in 1938 as 

an outgrowth of the Delta Gamma Fraternity’s philan-

thropic mission of “Service for Sight.” In the ensuing 86 

years, committed Delta Gammas have been integrally 

connected to BCC as volunteers, donors, staff, and 

Board Members. 

The Delta Gamma Foundation’s Hope Serving Program 

is “an annual service-learning experience that offers 

Delta Gammas the opportunity to develop as leaders 

on a local, regional and international level and encour-

ages learning and critical thinking through hands-on 

service, community involvement, and civic and social 

justice education.” At this year’s event, held for the first 

time at the Blind Children’s Center (BCC), nine eager 

participants engaged in a week of hands-on service, 

experiential learning, and personal growth.

“The Blind Children’s Center was selected because of 

its exceptional dedication to inclusive early childhood 

education,” said Delta Gamma Learning & Engagement 

Specialist and Program Coordinator Dylan Rowell. 
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JOIN OUR SUSTAINER PROGRAM

Please help us continue our critical services into the future by joining our sustainer program today!

For as little as $10/month, you will become part of our special community of monthly supporters dedicated to helping children who are 

visually impaired thrive in a sighted world. Becoming part of the SUSTAINER PROGRAM is easy, essential, efficient, and enduring.

sustainbcc.org 

Or call our Director of Development Scott Kassel at 323.664.2153 ext. 2330



“BCC’s pioneering approach aligns perfectly 
with Delta Gamma’s mission to become  
an unstoppable force for good.”

The week began with a tour and introduc-

tion to BCC’s history, setting the stage for a 

meaningful and impactful experience. Delta 

Gamma alumnae and collegians from across 

the United States and Canada engaged in  

educational and interactive sessions that deep-

ened their understanding of visual impairments 

and services for people who are disabled. These 

sessions provided insights into the challenges faced by 

visually impaired children and underscored the importance 

of advocating for inclusive educational practices. 

Participants interacted with families of BCC students 

through a panel discussion, hearing their stories and  

experiences navigating the complexities of raising a child 

with visual impairments. The program also included a 

unique “blind” lunch event, in which participants shared a  

family style lunch while blindfolded. This experience helped 

participants step into the shoes of the students they were 

supporting.

“This experience has reinforced my belief in the power of 

education and community support,” said Naomi Raisman, 

a current student at Brown University. “It’s not just about 

what we do during this week, but how we carry these  

lessons to continue to make a difference.”

Each Hope Serving experience concludes with a  

service project benefiting the host site. This year,  

participants created tactile frames for the newly  

renovated classrooms at the BCC. Tactile frames,  

composed of textured materials, shapes and objects, 

serve as specialized educational tools designed to 

facilitate learning and engagement among visually 

impaired students.

“It was an honor to host this incredible group of 

women,” said BCC Chief Executive Officer Sarah Orth. 

“Their dedication and enthusiasm have truly made  

a difference in the lives of the children and families  

we serve.”

For more information about the Delta Gamma  

Fraternity, visit www.deltagamma.org.  

Delta Gamma Hope Serving Program Cont’d... PASSING THE TORCH

Board regeneration is crucial for the vitality and lon-

gevity of any organization. Attracting new talented and 

engaged community members ensures a continuous 

influx of fresh ideas, perspectives, and energy, and 

helps maintain a dynamic governance structure.

We have been fortunate to add six new board members 

during the past two years from an array of industries 

including entertainment, law, finance, and early child-

hood education. Their new energy, perspectives and 

talents have been exciting additions to our Board of 

Directors. 

Although we do not have formal service limits, Board 

terms at the Blind Children’s Center run two years. 

Several Board Members concluded their terms this year 

and opted to retire after years of dedicated service. We 

bid a bittersweet farewell to the following individuals 

who have totaled more than one hundred years of ser-

vice among them! Thank you so much for your time and 

dedication to our mission – Larry Meyer, Lynnel Muñoz, 

Annie Ruth, Marion Ruth, Pilar Pettys, Scott Schalden-

brand, and Steve Simmons. We will always consider you 

family and treasure the many memories you created.

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBER
We are thrilled to announce the addition of Dr. Melinda 

Chang, who currently serves as an Assistant Professor of 

Ophthalmology at Children’s  

Hospital Los Angeles, to our 

Board of Directors. Dr. Chang 

holds dual undergraduate de-

grees from the University of 

Southern California and an MD 

from Washington University in 

St. Louis. “As a pediatric neu-

ro-ophthalmologist, I have a passion for helping children 

with low vision,” Dr. Chang said, “and I have dedicated 

my career to clinical care and research of children with 

neurologic conditions that affect their vision.” She cur-

rently sits on the Board of the Pediatric Cortical Visual 

Impairment Society and is a recipient of several presti-

gious grants including BCC’s own Lisa D. Hansen Medical 

Research Grant.

If you’re interested in learning more about BCC’s Board of Directors, 
please email our CEO Sarah Orth at sarah@blindchildrenscenter.org.

Congratulations to BCC CEO Sarah Orth who was 

selected as a finalist in this year’s L.A. Business 

Journal Nonprofit & Corporate Citizenship Awards. 

Each year the prestigious local publication recog-

nizes the city’s best and brightest organizations 

and leaders. The Blind Children’s Center was also 

recognized as a nominated 

association.

And kudos to our   

BCC Program Director  

Bianca Ciebrant, who was  

recently selected into the  

2024 cohort of the Richard Atlas  

Early Childhood Leadership Initiative.  

Named in honor of the late great Richard Atlas, 

founder of the LA Partnership for Early Childhood 

Investment and co-trustee of the Atlas Family  

Foundation, the Initiative offered a valuable  

opportunity for participants to deepen their  

leadership skills and engage with other early  

childhood professionals.
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