BLIND CHILDREN'S CENTER



FROM OUR CEO

As we approach the end of 2024, it

certainly feels like a new beginning here
at the Blind Children’s Center (“BCC").
It was back in 2018 that we began an inten-
sive look at our history, our finances and funding, and most
importantly the evolving needs of the children and families
we serve. And as | reflect on these last six years, | can proudly
say that BCC's foundation is strong.

It started with conversations about children with visual im-
pairments and inclusive early learning programs. We looked
at trends and services in our region, verifying that children
from birth to five years old with visual impairments still have
almost no access to early learning programs in Los Angeles.
We learned about the growing need for inclusion in preschool
and that our model could, and should, be shared with others.
This led to a renewed commitment to our core services for
children from birth to five.

Next came a deep dive into funding for our core programs,
both at the state and federal level. We knew that private
funding alone would not be enough to sustain our mission -
that coupling private and public funding would be the path
forward. That led to our partnership with the Los Angeles
County Office of Education (“LACOE”), who saw in us a model
for inclusion in early learning.

Then BCC had to face a hard reality - our 75-year old facility
needed to be modernized and updated to reflect the quality
of the services we deliver; and the overhaul would require
significant resources. BCC's history and relentless commit-
ment to the children we serve proved to be an unstoppable
force when it came to garnering the support we would need.
Our partners at LACOE helped us access nearly $5 million in
funding from the Federal Office of Head Start and the Cali-
fornia Department of Education, Inclusion in Early Education
Expansion Program; and our community partners among Los
Angeles’ private foundations, provided over $1.5 million in
additional support for the project.

As | look to 2025, | cannot wait to see what the next chapter is
for BCC: how we will continue impacting the lives of children
with visual impairments and other disabilities, both here in
Los Angeles, and beyond.

Sincerely,

e,

Sarah E. Orth
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LIGHTING THE WAY SINCE 1938

FROM OUR PRESIDENT

After a year of operational flexibility and a
ground-to-sky, dream-big-build-it, remodel,
we are very excited about reopening the
Center! | am your newly elected

Board President and | am very much looking
forward to this coming year.

While I am new to the Presidency, | am not new to the wonder
of the Center. | have been on the Board for the past three
years, serving as Vice President and Committee Chair of

the Board Development and Governance Committee. | am a
Delta Gamma, having supported Delta Gamma in numerous
volunteer roles, including as Secretary of the Foundation Board
of Trustees, Regional Foundation Coordinator for all alumnae
and collegiate chapters in California and Hawaii, and Director
of Collegiate Service, coordinating all of the Service for Sight
volunteer activities for 145,000 collegiate women in the
United States and Canada.

My philanthropic passions center around inclusive education
and supporting persons living with vision loss. The Blind
Children’s Center is the perfect opportunity to focus these
passions and | do so with gratitude. | am a substitute teacher
in inclusive classrooms across Southwest Missouri, teaching
everything from Calculus and Spanish to Agriculture and

Art. My favorite classrooms are middle school math and |

am fortunate to be in a placement system that allows me to
engage with more than 30,000 K-12 students, traveling to more
than one hundred schools throughout Southwest Missouri.

Along with reopening and celebrating our beautifully
remodeled Center, our BCC priorities for this year include
growing and retaining excellence in our Board and Staff,
striving for 100% enroliment of our Center, and continuing
to engage with and meet the needs of our students and their
families. Thank you for being a part of our family and | look
forward to working alongside you to grow our greatness

this year!

With gratitude,

%WCM

Lynne C. Thieme
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Leading The Way With Research

For more than 25 years, the Blind Children’s Center’s
Lisa D. Hansen Medical Research Grant Program

has supported scientific research seeking cures for
juvenile blindness. Lisa D. Hansen—a longtime board
member, donor and dear friend to the BCC commu-
nity—was a champion of the research grant program
through which BCC awards annual grants.
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Alumni Spotlight

can cause LCA, those affecting the CEP290 gene are
particularly significant, making this research crucial
for advancing treatment options.

“Receiving this grant from the BCC
provides a crucial

opportunity to push the
“The purpose of our research grant is to support the b dari f th ”
prevention of vision loss in young children,” said oundaries o gene era py

Research Committee Chair Sherwin J. Isenberg, M.D. - Grant Recipient
“By investing in innovative research, the BCC can Seongjin Seo, Ph.D.
unlock new possibilities and bring hope to children The proposed study aims to evaluate and compare
and families facing the challenges of visual the therapeutic efficacy of two sets of AAV-CEP290
impairments.” vectors in animal models of CEP290-LCA, which will

The Research Committee, composed of ten education ”OF 0”'}’ advance the development of effective mu-
and medical professionals, has awarded the BCC's tation-independent gene therapy vectors, but also

2024 research grant to Seongjin Seo, Ph.D., Princi- expand the potential of gene therapy in treating other
pal Investigator at the Institute for Vision Research, inherited retinal diseases.

Department of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences,
University of lowa Carver College of Medicine. The
focus of Dr. Seo’s research is the development of mu-
tation-independent, generic gene therapy vectors to closer to developing effective treatments that could
treat CEP290-associated Leber Congenital Amaurosis transform the future for children with visual
(CEP290-LCA). impairments.”

Leber Congenital Amaurosis (LCA) is a rare inherited
eye disease that appears at birth or in the first few

months of life, characterized by severe vision loss or
blindness. Among the various genetic mutations that

Ty Schaefer recently graduated from Norris High
School in Firth, Nebraska, but his journey to inde-
pendence began as an infant at the Blind Children’s
Center. Far from the adventurous young man he is
now, his father Gary recalled, “Ty was afraid to touch
certain textures as a young child, but he quickly
overcame his fears and became a wild explorer, not
letting blindness slow him down.”

“By the time we left BCC
he was fearless.”

- Ty’s mom, Dawn Schaefer

During his years at BCC, Ty developed critical
social skills and learned to read braille, a skill he
initially resisted. Now, he serves as secretary for
the Nebraska Association of Blind Students (NABS),
taking notes using a refreshable braille display,
which is essential since Ty has almost no vision
other than light perception. His mother, Dawn,
remembered, “He wouldn't talk for a long
time, then suddenly, at age four, he said the
entire alphabet all at once. At six, he could say
it backward. By the time we left BCC he was
fearless.”

“Receiving this grant from the BCC provides a crucial
opportunity to push the boundaries of gene thera-
py,” Dr. Seo said. “With this support, we are one step

By supporting innovative studies, BCC continues to |
lead efforts in transforming scientific discoveries into
tangible solutions that enhance the lives of children

affected by visual impairments.

BCC Has Been a Proud Head Start Partner for Three Years!

President Lyndon B. Johnson established the Head Start program in
1965, and President Ronald Reagan designated October as Head Start
Awareness Month in 1982. Initially launched as an eight-week demonstra-

This fall Ty begins a six-month independent

living skills training program to prepare him for his
next step - a degree in Diesel Mechanics at South-
east Nebraska Community College. He plans to
work on pick-up trucks, semis, and diesel engines
after graduation. He is eager to work hands-on
making repairs and his perfect pitch allows him to
identify almost any car or truck by its sound alone.

An adventurer at heart, Ty enjoys riding his dirt
bike and fishing with his father. He also ran track in

3 : d tion project, Head Start aimed to meet the emotional, social, physical and

ou educational needs of preschool children. A key goal of the program is to

K now foster community, with programs encouraging local involvement through
service and donations.

high school and sang in the choir. We are incredibly
proud of Ty, and know he is ready for success wher-
ever the future takes him!
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ASHTON

IN ACTION!

BCC'’s Vision: All children are fully included in early
learning programs where they can experience belong-
ing and reach their fullest potential.

Our vision applies especially to students like Ashton.
Born with agenesis of the corpus callosum, cerebral
palsy, seizure disorder, autism, epilepsy and optic
nerve hypoplasia, his needs are more extensive than
the typical student. Ashton who is still non-verbal,

is part of a growing trend of young children who are
visually impaired and face additional diagnoses. In
his four years, he has already endured surgeries on
his eyes and legs, and will need additional therapies
moving forward.

For Ashton and his mother, Rosa, who heard about
BCC from an ophthalmologist, the gains are mea-
sured differently than his peers but are no less

important. “He’s learned a lot,” Rosa said, “Like how to
express himself in different ways and to wait his turn.
Being around other children has made a big difference
for him.”

Rosa is especially grateful for how the inclusive curric-
ulum always makes Ashton feel like part of the group,
with his teachers ensuring his needs are met. They
have even sent her videos of the progress Ashton has
made at school, gains she hadn't yet realized herself.

Ashton’s love for books - especially Pete the Cat, EImo,
and Daniel Tiger- has grown, and Rosa often makes up
stories to engage his imagination. Despite speech

delays, he communicates in playful ways,
such as during ball play,

where he loves surprising teachers by throwing the
ball in unexpected directions. His teachers have also
introduced him to sensory activities like painting with
shaving cream to build motor skills and get comfort-
able with different textures.

Looking ahead, Rosa is working with the BCC team

to amend Ashton’s IEP (Individualized Education Plan)
to ensure he has the one-on-one support he
needs in public school.

Tl L
TILLAS
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“I've learned how to advocate for my son, and BCC has
been with us every step of the way.” And on campus
every day, Ashton continues to thrive, showing his
personality and love of learning in new and

exciting ways.
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DONORS

2023/2024 GIFTS OF DISTINCTION

We are so grateful for the many individuals and community partners who funded The Blind Children’s Center during the

2023/2024 fiscal year.

INDIVIDUAL

$10,000 to $20,000

Mrs. Danette Beck and
Mr. Gavin Beck

Dr. & Mrs. Jeff Leitzinger
Ms. and Mr. & Mrs. Kim Presley
Mr. & Mrs. David Stearn

$5,000 to $9,999
Ms. Ursula Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hourigan

$2,500 to $4,999
Mrs. Hugh Behny

Mr. Franklin Brenner
Mrs. Sharen R. Dyer
Mr. Josh Pyatt

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Rosas

$1,000 to $2,499
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Abbott
Ms. Jennifer M. Brown

Mr. Douglas Close and
Mrs. Michelle Duncan

Mr. Randy Edelman

Mr. & Mrs. Burton N. Forester
Mr. & Mrs. Norman L. Gillespie
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmie Hall

Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Hamilton
Mrs. Jacklyn M. Harper

Ms. Marianne Hillman

Sylvia Joubert

Ms. Alyson Leigh Kroischke
Mr. Pedro Lopez

Mr. Carson Mell

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Munoz
Suong P. Nguyen

Ms. Amrita Nidhi

Mr. Harsh Patel

Mrs. John Phipps

Mr. Scott Schaldenbrand

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Schupp
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Simmons
Dr. Dia Vickery

Rick Warsinski

$500 to $999

Camino Family Fund

Mr. Robert Camm

Ms. Carrie L. Carpenter
Audrey Chen

Mr. Daniel Chicarella Il
Julie Espinoza

Anita Huang

Shaheed Kajani

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Kriegler
Ms. Katharine A. Lewis

Mr. & Mrs. James McQuiston
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen P. O'Hara
Mr. & Mrs. Parviz Parvizyar
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome F. Prewoznik
Helen Spates

Mrs. Carol A. Walters

Mr. Steven Weiss

Ms. Lisa Whitman

Ms. lvana Wong

Mrs. Colleen Wood

$100 to $499

Mr. Kenneth Adashek

Mr. James Advani

Janes Advani

Rajiv Agarwal

Dr. & Mrs. James Angelos

Mrs. Mary Joy Barnett

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Bash

Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Baumgarten
Mrs. John G. Beckner

Sahil Bedi

Mr. William Paul Bekkala
Ms. Shwetanchla Bhan
Dr. and Mrs. Fahed Bitar
Ms. Sharon A. Borak

Mr. Brian Border

Mr. Steve Brackett and
Mrs. Margaret Brackett

Mrs. Janna Braun

Mr. & Mrs. David R. Braun C.L.U
Mr. Yordchai Brown

Mr. Dylan Cannon

Ms. Gigi Carleton-Schubeck
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Chalfant
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew E. Choy
Ms. Sascha Christian

Mr. Joseph Chua

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Claussen
John Coyle

Mrs. Patricia Craine

Dr. & Mrs. Warren Cutting
Mrs. Diane Daegele

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Easterly
Mr. Martinho Elicker

Mrs. Sally Evans

Mr. & Mrs. James Feick
Kim/Dixie Foster

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Francis
Mr. Doug Free

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth C. Gibbs
Ms. Kathy Grunewald

Ms. Victoria Haupenthal
Ms. Christina Held

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew T. Jessup
Kent Johnson

Ms. Kitty Johnston

Mr. & Mrs. Herb Joiner

Mr. Barry D. Jones

Gurjit Judge

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Kabakoff
Ms. Farzana Kajani

Mr. Harpreet Kang

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Kassel

Mr. Ranjit Kaur

Mr. Michael Kooby

Mr. & Mrs. William Korth
Sandra Korth

Charleen Krissman

Mrs. Karen Kuchel

Ms. Nena Lauerman

Dr. & Mrs. Jean-Louis Le Renard
Dr. Paul P. Lee

Ms. Midge Lewis

Ms. Louise Wuu Lo

Ms. Monica S. Mader

Terry Magnin

Mr. James J. Maher

Mr. Christian Makki

Mr. & Mrs. Scott W. McKenzie
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence F. Meyer
Ms. Manije Milani

Sivang Modi

Mr. Michael Monte

Mr. & Mrs. David P. Murphy
Mrs. Kathleen Orth

Ms. Christine Perris

Mr. Hung Phan

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Phillips

Mr. Matt Pouratian

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Range
Flavia Rizzi

Mr. Marc Rojas

Ms. Kathy Rosenberg

Mrs. Kim Salazar and
Mr. Frank Salazar

Mr. Harvey E. Sarver

B Government*

I Program Services
Administration ...
M Fundraising

Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Schmalix
Ms. Denise Schwahn

Ms. Cher Serhal

Sudarshan Sharma

Nakul Sharma

Ms. Jane E. Stampe and
Ms. Susan Cremer

Ms. Barbara C. Stanfield
Mrs. Lynne C. Thieme
Ms. Susan Bauwens

Ms. Melissa Tufeld

Mrs. George Vulich
Jackie Walker

Mr. Charles Wharton
Gaden White

Mr. Charlie Wu

Ms. Shreeta Yadav

Mr. & Mrs. Luis H. Ybarra
Wu Chen Hung Yu

Ms. Ina Zec

Yiping Zhong
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We also thank the many donors
who gave up to $100 for the
children this year.

OURFINANCIALS e 6 6 ¢ 6 & 6 o o o & o o o oo o o o

OPERATING REVENUE

OPERATING EXPENSES

Audited Financial Statements are available on our website.

The Blind Children’s Center
remains incredibly grateful to the Delta Gamma Fraternity and
all of the committed collegians and alumnae who have
supported us for the past 86 years!

SV
7O\

Delta Gamma

1873

Thank you for always keeping us anchored!

............................... 69%
Foundations, Corporations & Civic Groups ................ 21%
I Individuals & Bequests
Interest/Dividends...................

............................... 78%

$3,459,186

*Blind Children's Center is funded by the Administration for Children and Families, Department of Health and Human Services, and California Department of Education.
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DONORS

COMMUNITY
PARTNERS

$100,000+
Windsong Trust

$50,000 to $75,000
The Atlas Family Foundation

Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris
Foundation

QueensCare

Edward A. and Ai O. Shay Family
Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
Harold R. Brown Foundation

Bruce Ford and Anne Smith
Bundy Foundation

Delta Gamma Foundation

The Gibney Family Foundation
Hollywood Charity Horse Show
A&J Kay Family Foundation
Kirchgessner Vision Foundation

The Youssef and Kamel
Mawardi Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999

Robert and Joan Blackman
Family Foundation

The Mara W. Breech Foundation

Carrie Estelle Doheny
Foundation

Lewis A. Kingsley Foundation
Rite Aid Foundation KidCents
Lon V. Smith Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
Bergen Foundation

Bohnett Residential College,
USC - Community Investment
Fund

The Hugh & Hazel Darling
Foundation

E.R. DeRosa, Jr. Foundation

Department Of Water And
Power Employees Assn. Inc.

Lawrence R. Fox Living Trust
Smith-Welsh Foundation

$2,500 to $4,999

American Endowment
Foundation

Charities Aid Foundation
Of America

Jean B. Fields Charitable Fund

Kiwanis Charities of
Santa Monica

Lark Ellen Lions Charities

$1,000 to $2,499
Advanced Vision Care
Aspire Magazine

The Michael Baer Trust

CARS, Charitable Adult Rides &
Services

The Kleiner Cohen Foundation
Enterprise Holdings Foundation

John & Ursula Kanel Charitable
Foundation

Los Angeles Diamond Lions
Club Inc.

PwC US and Mexico

Stanley Roshwald Revocable
Trust

Scott Family Fund

The Lucille Ellis Simon
Foundation

Estate of Emily Graham Storrow
Pat A. Traynor Foundation
Walmart

$100 to $999

America’s Best Local Charities
America’s Charities

AT&T United Way

Estate of Walter Baldwin

BMO Financial Group

Boeing Employees’ Community
Fund

Bright Funds
Daffy Charitable Fund

Marin County Alumnae
Association Of Delta Gamma
Fraternity

South Bay Alumnae Group of
Delta Gamma

Diamond Generating
Corporation

Don Jose de Ortega Chapter
Give Lively Foundation
Google

The Kroger Company
Lampert & Eskridge
Mangano Publishing Inc.

Marina Del Rey SportFishing,
Inc.

McKinsey & Company
Paypal Charitable Giving Fund
Estate of Howard F. Prass

Sempra Employee Giving
Network- Your Cause, LLC
Trustee

Southern Dames of America

FACILITY
RENOVATION
& HISTORIC
RESTORATION
CAMPAIGN
(2022-2024)

$1,000,000 to $3,000,000

Administration for Children and
Families, Department of Health
and Human Services, Office of
Head Start

California Department of
Education, Inclusion in Early
Education Expansion Program

$100,000 to $500,000
Ahmanson Foundation
Estate of Lisa D. Hansen
The Rose Hills Foundation
W.M. Keck Foundation

Thomas and Dorothy Leavey
Foundation

The Ralph M. Parsons
Foundation

$10,000 to $50,000

The Ann Jackson Family
Foundation

Carrie Estelle Doheny
Foundation

Sunair Children’s Foundation
Allison and Lee Walker

$1,000 to $7,500

Gavin and Danette Beck

Mr. and Mrs. L. Alan Boring
Ms. Jennifer Brown

Ms. Nolly Davé

E.R. DeRosa, Jr. Foundation
Mrs. Katherine Griffiths

Dr. and Mrs. Sherwin Isenberg

Los Angeles Trial Lawyers
Charities

Mrs. Sarah Orth & Mr. Christian
Desmond

Mr. Scott Schaldenbrand
Mr. Paul Schnaufer

THORA DYER
Mrs. George Vulich

LISA HANSEN

Mrs. John G. Beckner
Ms. Victoria Haupenthal
Ms. Nena Lauerman

JILL KORNEY
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth C. Gibbs

ANNE B. LEWIS
Ms. Katherine A. Lewis

EVELYN MAZZA
Ms. Victoria Haupenthal

JANE McNEIL
South Bay Alumnae Group of
Delta Gamma

ROZ NELSON
Mrs. George Vulich

BRIDGET ROSAS
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Rosas

FRANK WARSINSKI
Rick Warsinski

LIGHTING THE WAY SINCE 1938

ELAINE WEISS
Mr. Steven Weiss

MICK & SEAN WENLOCK
Mrs. John G. Beckner

Every effort has been made to
accurately list all contributions
received from July 1, 2023, to
June 30, 2024. If an error has been
made, please accept our apologies,
and notify Scott Kassel at
scott@blindchildrenscenter.org
orcall us at 323.663.2153.

IN HONOR

These gifts were made to the
Center in honor of:

JEANNE CAMM
Mr. Robert Camm

JENNIFER JOINER
Mrs. Kay Hester

MARGE KINTAS
Mrs. John Kintas

TOM AND PATTY SULLIVAN
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hourigan

IN MEMORIAM

These gifts were made to the
Center as remembrances of:

DAVID BRAUN

Ms. Debra Ball

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Harris
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Taylor

THE TOM SULLIVAN LEGACY SOCIETY

A PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM

The Tom Sullivan Legacy Society recognizes and honors those
who have made, or intend to make, an estate-related gift to the
Blind Children’s Center.

When you include us in your estate plan, you leave a legacy of
care, support, and light to children with visual impairments and
their families.

To learn more, join, or be connected to an expert, please contact
Scott Kassel, Director of Development, at (323) 664-2153 or
scott@blindchildrenscenter.org

Visit our Planned Giving website at www.LegacyBCC.org
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2023-2024

President

L. Alan Boring
Danette M. Beck &
Tavi Benjamin &
Jennifer Brown

Nolly Davé

Julie Espinoza
Katherine Griffiths &
Sherwin J. Isenberg, MD
Lawrence F. Meyer
Lynnel Mufioz &

Pilar Pettys

Marc Rojas

Ann Ruth &

Marion Ruth &

Scott Schaldenbrand
Stephen Simmons
Lynne C. Thieme &

Starr Thompson
Mark T. West
Colleen Wood

RESEARCH COMMITTEE

Chairman
Sherwin J. Isenberg, MD

Gerald Bowns, MD

Nicholas Casias, EdD, COMS
Diane Cullinane, MD

Diane L. Fazzi, PhD

Michael B. Gorin, MD, PhD
Samuel Masket, MD

Chief Executive Officer
Sarah E. Orth, MPA

Program Director
Bianca Ciebrant, MA, COMS

Director of Development
& Communications
Scott Kassel

J Delta Gamma

BLIND CHILDREN'S CENTER
LIGHTING THE WAY SINCE 1938
OUR MISSION
To prepare infants, toddlers, and
preschoolers of all abilities to thrive
through inclusive, family-focused
early childhood education, with specialized
focus on children who are blind
or visually impaired.

www.blindchildrenscenter.org
323.664.2153
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