


BLIND CHILDREN'S CENTER

FROM OUR CEO

In nearly three decades of nonprofit work,

I've heard the phrase “do more with less”

more times than | can count. It's a mindset
born of scarcity—the idea that we're always
one step behind the resources we truly need.

But when I look back at this past year at the Blind Children'’s
Center, that's not the story | see. The word that rises to the top
isn't scarcity. It's abundance.

We've seen abundance through the power of partnership.
Our alliance with the Los Angeles County Office of Education,
emerging collaboration with Children’s Hospital Los Angeles,
and active role in the California Agencies for the Blind and
Visually Impaired are opening doors to more families than
ever before. These connections remind us that we're part of
something bigger, and that working together is one of our
greatest strengths.

We've embraced abundance by saying “yes” when opportunity
knocked—launching new initiatives, expanding services, and
moving forward with boldness and clarity to expand and
renovate our renowned facility. We didn’t wait for perfect
timing. We trusted our mission, and momentum followed.

This year has shown us that abundance isn't measured only

in dollars or resources. It's also a way of seeing the possible, of
believing that when we lead with courage and generosity, good
things multiply.

As we step into the future, we hold this truth close: every child
deserves to be seen, supported, and celebrated. That vision
only comes alive because of you. Your belief in our work, your
generosity, and your trust fuel everything we do.

From all of us at the Blind Children’s Center, thank you for
walking beside us. Together, we are building something truly
extraordinary.

With gratitude,

T, SR

Sarah E. Orth
Chief Executive Officer

OUR GRAND REOPENING:
A NEW CHAPTER BEGINS...

The Blind Children’s Center celebrated our Grand
Reopening on November 1, 2024, marking a new
chapter in our long history of supporting visually
impaired children and honoring the legacy of
trailblazing architect Paul R. Williams. Originally
designed by Williams in 1952, the building has
served as a welcoming hub for inclusive early
childhood education for more than 70 years.

Guests toured classrooms showcasing how BCC
tailors our educational curriculum to meet the

needs of students of all abilities, from infant-toddler

developmental stations to fully accessible pre-
school spaces and a sensory room filled

room highlighted BCC's
origins, while a Wish Tree
invited visitors to share
hopes for the future.

our strengthened commitment

to providing an inclusive space where
children can learn, grow, and thrive for generations
to come.

WAY SINCE 1938

with specialized tools that promote
confidence and exploration. A
refurbished mid-century living

The celebration reflected both
the Center’s proud history and

FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Dear friends,

Reflecting on my first year as BCC's
President, | am most proud of our pace
and determination. We confronted numerous
challenges, from devastating local wildfires to the uncertainty
from shifting policies and strained resources in our community.
These challenges energized our purpose in support of our
children and families, and to remain on mission.

It was also a historic year for celebrating unique accomplish-
ments. We celebrated the grand reopening of the Center last
November and were honored with a Preservation Award from
the Los Angeles Conservancy this April. BCC was also added
to the National Register of Historic Places by both the

California Historical Society and the National Park
Service.

We gratefully welcomed new expertise to our fabulous
Board and staff and are developing a new partnership
with Children’s Hospital Los Angeles that will expand
our work and introduce new families and children to
our services.

Looking forward to the year ahead, we are planning
to gather in-person as a Board to celebrate our
accomplishments and collaborate on creating a set

of strategic objectives to help us grow our impact. We
are always interested in welcoming new expertise to our
Board! This year’s recruiting priorities are focused on

expertise in accounting, fundraising, housing development,
and issues facing the visually impaired community.

Thank you for being a part of our family. BCC's mission, vision,
and purpose remain critically relevant, guiding us towards a
brighter tomorrow for all.

Sincerely,
Apre C Qe
Lynne C. Thieme

President, Blind Children’s Center
Delta Gamma Foundation Advisory Board
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ALUMNI PROFILE

Where are they
now?

A Life Built on Advocacy and Determination:
Judi and David Stotland

When Judi Stotland’s son David was born in 1974, doc-
tors quickly discovered he had cataracts and glaucoma.
By the time he was five, David had endured 27 surger-
ies—39 over his lifetime—in hopes of preserving his
vision. None brought lasting change. Judi remembers
those early years as a blur of hospitals and uncertainty.
David wasn’'t walking yet, and she knew he needed more
than endless medical appointments. That's when she
found the Blind Children’s Center.

At age three, David began with home visits before
joining classes on site. Judi quickly realized her son was
bright and curious, with educational and social needs
as important as his medical ones. At BCC he found kind
teachers, friends to share the playground slide with, and
an environment that nurtured his confidence. Judi also
enrolled him part-time at their synagogue preschool,
long before inclusion was common practice. It gave
David the chance to grow up comfortable among both
sighted and visually impaired peers.

For Judi, BCC was not only a lifeline but also a training
ground. She learned to be a fierce advocate—never
shielding David from conversations about his educa-
tion or his future. He grew up fully included in every IEP
meeting and decision about his care. “She was really a
tiger mom before the phrase was around,” David
reflects. “I needed that. She opened every door.”

That persistence carried forward. David attended UC
Santa Cruz, then McGeorge School of Law. Breaking into
the workforce wasn't easy—he recalls employers
refusing to interview him simply because he couldn’t
drive—but internships and hard work helped open

the right doors. Today, David has been an attorney

for more than 25 years, serving the County of

San Diego across areas ranging from elections to

mental health to affordable housing. Out of 1.2 million
attorneys in the U.S., only about 500 are blind. David is
proud to be among them.

He also recognizes the broader impact of his journey.
“At three of my four jobs and all of my internships, |
was the first blind person they had ever hired,” he says.
“That's important—it makes it easier for the next person
down the line.”

To parents of young children who are blind or visually
impaired, David offers heartfelt advice: “You can't
protect your children from everything. Give them
opportunities to succeed, and also to fail. Failure is
part of growing up, and it makes kids stronger. Keep
the expectations high, and they may just meet them.”

Now 51, David reflects with gratitude on the foundation
that shaped his life. “I've been very blessed,” he says.
“BCC gave me a great start—and that start has carried
me through my career and my life.”

Stories like Judi and David's remind us why the Center’s
mission endures. With your support, we can continue to
empower families, raise
expectations, and ensure that
children who are blind or
visually impaired don't
just persevere, but thrive.

Harnessing Data to
Drive IMPACT .......oumsco eimeseayesteime

is unique. As we continue to grow, we're finding new ways to use data to understand our progress, strengthen our
programs, and tell our story more clearly.

When we talk about “data,” we don’t mean complicated charts or endless spreadsheets. Instead, we mean the real infor-
mation that helps us see how many children we serve, the goals they reach, and the difference we're making in families’
lives. Data helps us recognize where we're succeeding and where we can do even better.

That's why we use nationally recognized assessment tools like the Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP) and
Ages & Stages Questionnaires (ASQ-3 and ASQ:SE-2) to track developmental milestones. The CLASS observation system
measures the quality of teacher-child interactions, while the Inclusive Classroom Profile evaluates how well we support
children with disabilities. Health and nutrition data ensure every child’s screenings, immunizations, and medical needs
are up to date, while parent surveys and workshop participation help us understand how to best support families.

By combining these insights, teachers can tailor lesson plans, staff can make informed program improvements, and
leadership can share clear results with donors and partners. Most importantly, data keeps us focused on what matters:
helping every child who comes through our doors thrive.

BY THE NUMBERS: 2024-2025 HIGHLIGHTS

27 or 30 POINTS \

awarded by Quality Start Los Angeles,
the highest possible score.

PRESCHOOL CLASSROOMS

observed using CLASS; all scored
above the national average.

CHILDREN SERVED,

including 34 with visual impairments,
disabilities, or chronic medical
conditions.

e 110 parent conferences
e 59 families connected to food,

INSTANCES OF PARENT clothing, or housing
SUPPORT AND EDUCATION, . i y
INCLUDING: 31 families receiving mental

health services

e 21 parent education classes and
9 health/nutrition workshops

* 2 emergency support services
provided for families in crisis
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OUR DONORS

AY SINCE 1938

2024/2025 GIFTS OF DISTINCTION

We are so grateful for the many individuals and community partners who funded The Blind Children’s Center during the

2024/2025 fiscal year.

INDIVIDUAL

$10,000 to $25,000

Mrs. Danette Beck* and
Mr. Gavin Beck

Mr. & Mrs. Gary A. Childress™
Dr. & Mrs. Jeff Leitzinger

Mr. & Mrs. David Stearn

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Walker

$5,000 to $9,999
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hourigan
Rick Warsinski

$2,500 to $4,999

Mrs. Georgine Archer*
Jacquelyn Brown

Dr. & Mrs. Sherwin Isenberg
Mr. Josh Pyatt

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Rosas*

$1,000 to $2,499

Mrs. Hugh Behny*

Mrs. Tavi Benjamin*

Mr. & Mrs. L. Alan Boring
Ms. Jennifer M. Brown
Ms. Carrie L. Carpenter
Dr. Melinda Chang

Mr. Daniel Chicarella lll

Mrs. Melissa Contreras and
Mr. Jason Contreras

Mrs. Sharen R. Dyer

Mr. Randy Edelman

Mr. & Mrs. Burton N. Forester
Mr. & Mrs. Norman L. Gillespie*
Mr. Gregory J. Grande

Ms. Katherine Griffiths*

Linda A. Holbrook*

Anita Huang

Shaheed Kajani

Fred Krimm

Mr. and Mrs. Allen Lauer

Mr. Pedro Lopez

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony J. McMahon
Suong P. Nguyen

Ms. Amrita Nidhi

Mr. & Mrs. Donald J. Peterson*
Mr. Scott Schaldenbrand

Ms. Jane E. Stampe™* and
Ms. Susan Cremer

Kelly Lili Wang

$500 to $999

Rishabh Bhardwaj
Mingzhi Cai

Mr. Robert Camm

Mr. Dylan Cannon

Mrs. Puisana Chau

Dr. & Mrs. Andrew E. Choy

Mr. Douglas Close and
Mrs. Michelle Duncan

Ms. Nolly Davé

Ms. Paula Ellwein*

Julie Espinoza

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Kriegler
Ms. Katharine A. Lewis

Mr. Chris Passalaqua
Prasanthi Pattabhi
Prashanti Pattabi

Mrs. John Phipps*

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome F. Prewoznik*
Meredith Sun

Ms. Lynne C. Thieme*

Mrs. Carol A. Walters*

Mr. & Mrs. Mark West

Ms. Lisa Whitman*

Mrs. Colleen Wood

Yiping Zhong

$100 to $499

Frank Abbott

Mr. Kenneth Adashek
Mr. James Advani

Mr. Jonathan Banks
Ms. Miriam Barahona
Daryl Vanessa Barnes
Mrs. Mary Joy Barnett*
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Bash

Mr. & Mrs. Edmund
Baumgarten*

Mrs. John G. Beckner*

Ms. Sondra Behrens

Mr. William Paul Bekkala
Ms. Joyce A. Berwanger*
Ms. Shwetanchla Bhan
Sagar Bhardwaj

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene D. Bishop
Mrs. S. A. Borak

Mr. Steve Brackett and Mrs.
Margaret Brackett

Mr. Barry Brann

Mr. Yordchai Brown

Ms. Elizabeth Butler
David Cantin

Mr. & Mrs. Michael F. Carey
Shivam Chadha

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Chalfant
Binny Chopra

Ms. Sascha Christian

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Claussen
Mrs. Lorraine Colich
John Coyle

Mrs. Patricia Craine*
Diane Daegele

Vikas Dhawan

Mr. Gary Dolson

Ms. Janet Drummond
Linda Ellrod

Ms. Sue Epps

Mrs. Sally Evans*

Mr. & Mrs. James Farrell*
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Francis*
Ms. Sherri Franklin

Mr. Doug Free

William Friedel

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth C. Gibbs
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Grimm*
Ms. Kathy Grunewald

Jana Rawad Hani

Ms. Victoria Haupenthal
Ms. Marianne Hillman*

Ms. Deborah J. Holden*
Prashanth lyengar

Ms. Timmi Jandro*

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew T. Jessup*
Mr. Barry D. Jones

Ms. Inge Jones

Gurjit Judge

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Kabakoff
Amrita Kabi

Archana Kadam

Mr. Harpreet Kang

Ms. Penny Kassel
Tanumeet Kaur

Mr. Ranijit Kaur

Kendrick Khouy

Charleen Krissman

Mrs. Karen Kuchel*®

Mrs. Janis Lake*

Dr. Paul P. Lee

Mun Leu

Ms. Midge Lewis

Ms. Louise Wuu Lo

Ms. Monica S. Mader*

Ms. Terry Magnin®

Mr. James J. Maher

Mr. Christian Makki
Winter Marshall-Allen

Mr. & Mrs. Michael R. McAllister
Mr. & Mrs. Scott W. McKenzie
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Miller*

Mr. Christopher P. Mitchell
Ned J. Momary, D.D.S.

Ms. Rebecca Newberry
Mr. William Oberholzer
Ms. Kathleen Orth

Mr. & Mrs. Parviz Parvizyar
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Phillips
Mr. Matt Pouratian
Sridhar Reddy

Yolanda Reid

Andrea Restivo

Flavia Rizzi

Mr. Marc Rojas

Mrs. Dorothy Rosebrook™*
Ms. Kathy Rosenberg
Taposhi Roy Sarkar

Mrs. Kim Salazar and Mr. Frank
Salazar

Ankita Saripella
Sudarshan Sharma

Nakul Sharma

J. Short

Sukhwinder Singh

Ms. Barbara C. Stanfield

OUR FINANCIALS K

With Love & Gratitude!

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Dr. Sherwin J. Isenberg for
his extraordinary 29 years of service on our Board of Directors,
including his longstanding leadership as Chair of the Medical
Research Committee. A graduate of UCLA School of Medicine,
Dr. Isenberg completed his ophthalmology residency at the
University of lllinois Eye and Ear Infirmary and a fellowship in pediatric ophthalmology
at Children’s National Medical Center.

At UCLA, he served as Vice Chairman of the Department of Ophthalmology, held the
Lorraine and David Gerber Professorship of Ophthalmology, and was a distinguished
faculty member at the Jules Stein Eye Institute. A pioneer in pediatric ophthalmolo-
gy, Dr. Isenberg has published more than 200 peer-reviewed papers and advanced
innovative, low-cost treatments to prevent childhood blindness, including the use of
povidone-iodine eye drops in resource-limited settings.

Beyond UCLA, he co-founded the International Pediatric Ophthalmology and Strabis-
mus Council, and served as President of both the American Association for Pediatric
Ophthalmology and Strabismus (AAPOS) and the Costenbader Society. In recognition
of his lifetime of contributions, he was recently honored with the 2025 Parks Medal,
the highest award in pediatric ophthalmology. His dedication and leadership have left
an indelible mark on pediatric eye care worldwide and on our organization. We are
deeply grateful and wish him every success in his next chapter.

Mr. Richard Stolz
Shobhit Swaroop
Ms. Paula Taggart
Mrs. Katherine Tatsuno

Mrs. George Vulich*

Ms. Jackie Walker

Ms. Kay S. Wardell

Mr. Charles Wharton*
Gaden White

Mr. & Mrs. Luis H. Ybarra

Wu Chen Hung Yu
R. Zoppo

We also thank the many donors
who gave up to $100 for the
Mayuri Vijay Thete children this year.

Susan Tryon

Government Grants*

Foundations, Corps. & Civic Groups
Individuals & Bequests $ 245564 5%
Delta Gamma Groups $ 79,656 2%

....................... } TOTAL: $4,180’664

$ 2,639,517 63%
$ 1,215,926 30%

$ 3,189,315 78%
$ 449,775 11%

Program

General & Administrative
Development & Fundraising $ 286,221 7%
Facility $ 163,555 4%

....................... } TOTAL: $4,088,865

SN

*Blind Children’s Center is funded in part by the Administration for Children and Families, Department of Health and Human Services, and California Department of Education.
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OUR DONORS

COMMUNITY
PARTNERS

$250,000+
S. Mark Taper Foundation

$100,000 to $249,000
The Ahmanson Foundation
Delta Gamma Foundation
Windsong Trust

$50,000 to $75,000

Rosalie and Harold Brown
Charitable Trust

The Green Foundation

Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris
Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999

The Gibney Family Foundation
George Hoag Family Foundation
A&J Kay Family Foundation

The Youssef and Kamel Mawardi
Foundation

Lon V. Smith Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999

Robert and Joan Blackman
Family Foundation

The Mara W. Breech Foundation

Jay and Shirley DeMiranda
Foundation

E.R DeRosa, Jr. Foundation

Carrie Estelle Doheny
Foundation

Hollywood Charity Horse Show
Kirchgessner Vision Foundation

John & Ursula Kanel Charitable
Foundation

Lewis A. Kingsley Foundation
Rite Aid Foundation KidCents
Pat A. Traynor Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
Bank of Hope
Bergen Foundation

The Hugh & Hazel Darling
Foundation

Goodwin Family Memorial Trust

Los Angeles Trial Lawyers
Charities

Smith-Welsh Foundation

$2,500 to $4,999
Advanced Vision Care

CARS, Charitable Adult Rides &
Services

California Community
Foundation

Charities Aid Foundation of
America

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

The Ann Jackson Family
Foundation

Kiwanis Charities of Santa
Monica

Lark Ellen Lions Charities
Paypal Charitable Giving Fund
Schwab Charitable Fund
Simple Generosity

Estate of Emily Graham Storrow

$1,000 to $2,499
BH Hospitality Management

The Capital Group Companies
Inc. Charitable Foundation

Delta Gamma at UC Santa
Barbara

Department Of Water And
Power Employees Assn. Inc.

Enterprise Mobility Foundation
The Kleiner Cohen Foundation

Los Angeles Employees
Chicano Association

Scott Family Fund

The Lucille Ellis Simon
Foundation

United Way of Greater
Los Angeles

Vanguard Charitable
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC

$100 to $999

America’s Best Local Charities
Apple

Ares Management, LLC

AT&T United Way

Estate of Walter Baldwin

Boeing Employees’ Community
Fund

Bright Funds

Filipino American Law
Enforcement Officers Assn, LA

Frontstream

Give Lively Foundation
Google

The Kroger Company
Lampert & Eskridge

Lions Club of Montebello
Charities Foundation

Mastercard

McKinsey & Company
Moises Gomar Plumbing
Pledgeling Foundation
Samsung

Sempra Employee Giving
Network- Your Cause, LLC
Trustee

South Bay Alumnae Group of
Delta Gamma

Veeva

IN HONOR

These gifts were made to the
Center in honor of:

JEANNE CAMM
Mr. Robert Camm

JOE HEALY
Mrs. George Vulich

JENNIFER JOINER
Mrs. Kay Hester

MARGE KINTAS
Mrs. John Kintas

IN MEMORIAM

These gifts were made to the
Center as remembrances of:

SALLY CERR
Mrs. Barbara Beckner

JACKIE CHILDRESS

Ms. Janet Drummond
Ms. Mary Fay Ashton

Mr. Allen Lauer

Ms. Justina McLaughlin
Mr. & Mrs. Woods Porter
Mr. Richard Stolz

JAMES COLLINS
Mrs. George Vulich

JILL KORNEY
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth C. Gibbs

ANNE B. LEWIS
Mrs. Katharine A. Lewis

EVELYN MAZZA
Ms. Victoria Haupenthal

VALMIKRAO RAGHUNATH
SANAP
Mr. Prashant Sanap

AILEY GARDNER-YBARRA
Mr. Luis H. Ybarra

Every effort has been made to
accurately list all contributions
received from July 1, 2024, to
June 30, 2025. If an error has been
made, please accept our apologies,
and notify Scott Kassel at
scott@blindchildrenscenter.org
orcall us at 323.663.2153.

ING THE WAY SINCE 1938

A total of 7 Delta Gamma chapters designated Blind Children’s Center
as their Charity of Choice raising a total of

579,556!

A Special Thank You FY 24-25 Delta Gamma
to the following chapters: Total Volunteer Hours: 274

* Drexel University 1. Event Volunteer HOUFS ......cuvn. 114
* Loyola Marymount University (LMU) © Grand Reopening ... 80
e South Bay Alumnae ® LAPD Hollday Party ................... 14
* University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) ©  Spring Celebration ................... 20
e University of California, Santa Barbara 2. DG Collegian TOUrS ........ccummussssnns 160

(ucss) Tours for collegiate chapters
o University of Mississippi available on select Fridays
* University of Southern California (USC) throughout the school year.

[—

Please email our Community Relations Manager, Jasmin Joya, at jasmin@ blindchildrenscenter.org to schedule a tour and find out
how your chapter can adopt the Blind Children’s Center as its charity of choice!

AQT
S
7SN

Delta Gamma

1873
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